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{Price Ong Penny. 


I have found™ 
it matchless for the™ 
hands and gale 


\ Since using Pears’ 
Soap | have discarded 
all others. 


For preserving the. Complexion, keeping the skin soft, 
free from redness and roughness, and the hands in 
nice condition, it is the finest Soap in the world. 
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: (CENTRAL NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. 


Central Committee Office, 29, Parliament Street, S.W. 


On THURSDAY, MARCH a1st, THREE MEETINGS will take place in connection with this Society. At 11 a.m. the 
3 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL 
Will be held at the WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL, to Elect the Executive Committee, by ballot, for the ensuing year. 

At 11-30 a.m., in the same Hall, the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SUBSCRIBERS 
Will be held, presided: over by Sir RICHARD TEMPLE, Bart., G.C.S.I. M.P., 
To receive the Report and Financial Statement, to consider the future work of the Society, and to transact any other business that may 
arise, In the Evening, at 8 p.m., 
A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION 
Will be held in PRINCE'S HALL, PICCADILLY, to. be presided over by W. WOODALL, Esq., M.P. 

Sir W. TINDAL ROBERTSON, M_.P., théRt. Hon. JAMES STAN SFELD, M.P., Miss JANE COBDEN, Sir R. TEMPLE, Bart., G.C.8.L, M.P.. 
Mra, WYNFORD PHILIPPS, Sir ALBERT K. ROLLIT, LL.D., M.P., Mrs. ORMISTON CHANT, G. P. BIDDER, Eaq., Q.C., and W. 8. B. 
M'LAREN, Esq., M.P., Mrs. M. B. LUCAS, the Rev. BROOKE LAMBERT, Mrs. FENWICK MILLER, A. LAFONE, Esq. M-P., Miss F. 
BUSS, Mrs. M'LAREN, CHAS. H. HOPWOOD, Esq., Q.C., Mrs. SHELDON AMOS, Mra BUSK, B.Sc., Mrs. PERCY BUNTING, 
Mra. RUSHBROOK, M.D., Mrs. FRANK MORRISON, Mra. F. PENNINGTON, Mrs. CH. HANCOCK, Mrs. ASHTON DILKE, Mrs. JOHN 
HOLLOND, Mrs. LARKCOM-JACOBS, Mrs. BROADLEY REID, Mrs. JOHN HULLAH, Dr. KATE MITCHELL, Miss FLORENCE 
BALGARNIE (together with the following delegates and friends from a distance), the Rev. H. B. GRAY (Warden of Bradfield College, 
Berks.), J. P. THOMASSON, Eaq. (Bolton), the Rev. 8S. A. STEINTHAL (Manchester), Mrs, H. G. REID (Birmingham), Mra.) COWEN 
(Nottingham), Mre, A. SIDGWICK (Oxford), Mrs. BATESON (Cambridge), the Rev. Canon HADDOCK, Mrs. RANSOM (Bedford), Mrs. 
SMITHSON (York), Miss EDITH GITTINS (Leicester), Miss CHAPMAN (Winchester), Mr. STANTON BLATCH (Basingstoke), and Mra, 
MASSINGBERD (Great Grimsby), are expected to be present. 


Doors open at 7-80. Admission Free. 
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Messrs. EDGE BROTHERS PAY FAIR WAGES TO 
ALL THEIR EMPLOYES. : YOUNG LADIES who want to be independent and 
make their way in the world should write for 


EDGE'S LION ESSENCK OF BREF prospectus of the Scientific Dress Cutting Associaton, 


272, Regent Street, London, W. Situations found for 
AND OTHER FOOD DELICACIES. all pupils at good salaries. We have no branches in 
London or suburbs. 
ALL PUT UP IN GLASS, 


Therefore free from all Metallic Taste. ° 
Highly recommended the whole Medical 
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dead for Pamphlet, with Copies of Tesbimondals BRADFORD'S PATENT VOWEL WASHING MACHINES 

Originals can be seen at the Office. : rr thousands of house- 


Are highly appreciated in man: 

holds, and the followin letter 19:6 fie apenas of 8 
large number of ones received by us every 
week:— - 

“1 have pleasure in stating that we find the 
‘Vows.’ Machine effects a great saving of time, a 
great saving of labour, at saving of soap. It also 
makes the work of W: =e oe ringing a much 
pleasanter and lighter task than when done by hand.” 

The Times says : —‘‘ Bradford's Washing ‘achines 


BRITISH LION SAUCE, THE BEST. 


BRITISH LION RELISH, NONE BETTER. 
To be had of all Chemists and Grocere. 


BDGE BROTHERS, 
Farringdon Road, London, B.C. 


BRADFORD'S WRINGING AND MANGLING 
MACHINES 


Are universally admitted to be the best, and although in- 


3 3 28 numerable attempts have been made to design some new and 
i s fanciful patterns, there is nothing to supersede the above. 
2G EF Prices FROM 42/*, CARRIAGE Pal. 
Ba a4 New Illustrated Catalogue, free by post. 
8 £2 THOMAS BRADFORD & CO., 
3 3 es 140 to 143, High Holborn, London; 
13 yee Victoria Avenue, Maxcuzsrzn ; Bold Street, LivERFOOL; and 
3 3 a 4 Crescent Iron Works, SaLrorD. 
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3 S ‘Having tried your “Starch Gloss,” I certainly think it a great improvement— 
35 és far superior to any I have tried. 
ee = To Mr. OrITCHLEY. Yours truly, E. ELDER. 
g FROM ANIMAL FAT. 
=e The test boon ever offered to the Laundress for imparting an 
Ivory Finish to Starched Linen, Laces, &. It does not stick to 
- spider-web-like materials. 
MAKERS ° Sotp BY CHEMISTS AND DRuGGIsTs, GROCERS, Omen, &c., 
FW C C A LVERT &s CO In Packets, at 1d., 3d., and 6d. each. 
° e a) PREPARED ONLY BY 
MANCHESTER. 


T. CRITCHLiUPY, 


Chemist and Wholesale Druggist, BLACKBURN, 
London Dept: 1 and 2, AUsTRaLian AVENUE, EO. 
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THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN AT 


BRADFORD. 
| GREAT DEMONSTRATION. 


‘| Tue Bradford Liberal women have already won for them- 
| selves a reputation for enterprise not less than for courageous 
| hard work, On Tuesday night last they succeeded in 


suffered from suspicion, calumny, and slander in the past, let him 
know now that his patience, his high character, his power of endurance, 
and his willingness to bide his time till he could prove himself 
triumphant have won for him the admiration of thousands—(loud 
cheers)—-an admiration which will be a precious weapon to him in 
the time to come. Even while we congratulate Mr. Parnell, we must 
feel that the storm within and around us has not yet spent itself, that 
it is still rolling on towards those who were the cause of all this 
suffering and calumny which Mr, Parnell has undergone, It is that 
feeling which is at the back of the imperious cry which will issue from 
this meeting to-night, and which will be re-echoed by every Liberal 


‘Me |= promoting a demonstration which they may fairly claim 


eclipsed all other previous efforts. St. George’s Hall is an 
historic building, We doubt not that many of the great 
pohtical leaders who at various times have stood upon its 
platform would have been aghast at the idea that in the 
year 1889 the great building would be crowded with an 
audience of 5,000 persons, gathered together under the 
auspices of a women’s political organisation. Without the 
hall the streets were crowded ; within, the building was 
crammed from floor to ceiling. “ The Wearing of the 


meeting which will be held in the United Kingdom day after day— 
the cry of “ Dissolve, dissolve.” (Loud cheers.) . 

Her ladyship shortly after resumed her seat amidst 
triumphant cheering. Mr. Shaw-Lefevre, M.P., followed in 
a “fighting” speech. 

Mrs. Byles seconded the resolution censuring the Govern- 
ment. She referred to the absence from the meeting of 
Mrs, A. M. Sullivan, who wrote: “I know what uphill work 
you have and will have, to fight our battle. I am so proud 


4 , Green” and other songs preceded the meeting. The walls of our people—they are firm and ready for any sacrifice.” 

had been tastefully decorated with mottoed banners, The | She had also received a letter from the Hon. Mrs. George 

nh) advent of the Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, Mr. Shaw- Howard, in which she said, “‘ What a martyrdom Mr. Parnell 

C Lefevre and Lady Constance Shaw-Lefevre, Mr. and Mrs. | bas gone through, and how well he deserves the triumph he 
| Alfred Illingworth, Mr. Pierce Mahoney, M.P., Mrs. A, C. assuredly will have in this country.” Mrs. Byles concluded 

+ BE Osler (Birmingham), Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Byles, and many | midst loud cheers. . 

a others, was the signal for a great outburst of cheering. We Next came Lord Aberdeen, who was received with loud 
| regret that it is impossible for us to report the proceedings | and prolonged cheering. His lordship was followed by 
‘4 in full. It is scarcely necessary to say that Lady Aberdeen, | Mr. Pierce Mahoney, M.P. 
who presided, was, on rising to make her address, received Mrs. Osler moved a resolution affirming the conviction of 
| with tremendous cheering. Her speech was pitched in the | the meeting that women should take their share in serving 
+4 same excellent key which always characterises her utterances. | the State. It goes without saying that Mrs. Osler made a 


“Tet us,” she said, “ thank God that the trumpet call which 
has roused the women of England is a call to fight for so 
noble a cause that it cannot fail to ennoble those who take 
it up, and who see the principles which lie behind it.” She 


continued :— 
Weare here this evening to protest against the actions of the Govern- 


ment. In days of old, when the great chiefs of Scotland wished to 
summon together their clans for battle, the chief would take two 
pieces of wood, set them alight, form them into a cross, and quench 
the fire in blood. Then he would hand it toa trusted messenger, who 
would with all speed carry it to the house of the nearest clansman. 
He would deliver it to the head of the house, uttering only one word, 
indicating the place of meeting. The head of the house would gather 
all his dependents, and provide that the fiery cross should be sent on 
again to the next nearest clansman ;_ and so it would go through the 
mountains and glens, silently and swiftly, and no doubt all would arm 
themselves and hurry to the placeof meeting. Our heroic chief—(loud 
cheers)—has handed to us the fiery cross. Need we doubt that it will 
be handed on in the same way. (Cheers ) 


Alluding to the question of the hour, she said :— 


There is another also to whom this meeting would tender its con- 
gratulations ; we would tender our heartiest, sincerest, and most 
respectful congratulations to Mr. Parnell. (Cheers.) If he has 


capital speech. Then came Mr. Illingworth, M.P., who was 
followed by Mrs. Alfred Illingworth, who moved a vote of 
thanks to Lady Aberdeen, which her ladyship acknowledged 
in graceful terms. 

The meeting was then over, but not so the demonstration. 
Outside the building a dense crowd had gathered to witness 
the procession which had been organised by the Bradford 
branch of the Irish National League in honour of lord and 
Lady Aberdeen. ‘The procession was headed by a band and 
banner, accompanied by a torchlight procession, followed by 
the carriages containing the guests of the evening. The 
torches gave a bright light all the way, and lent a most 
picturesque appearance to the procession. At the Liberal 


Club, Bengal lights were shown casting a red light all over 
the road. Lord and Lady Aberdeen expressed the greatest 
admiration at the spectacle, and we venture to tender our res- 
pectful congratulations to the women of Bradford upon the 
unprecedented success of their demonstration. 

On Monday Lady Aberdeen opened a sale of Irish home 
work at the Bradford Technical College. Ina speech which 
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she delivered on that occasion she gave a history of the 
various efforts that had been made for the purpose of 
encouraging Irish home industries. Upon Lady Aberdeen 
taking her place on the platform, Miss Arnold Forster pre- 
sented to her a cho:ce bouquet of orchids from the hothouses 
of Mr. Isaac Holden, M.P. A pleasant feature in the 
Bradford sale was the fact that many Unionists joined with 
the Liberal women in promoting the success: of the sale. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Lady Aberdeen also delivered an 
address in connection with the Parents’ Educational Union, 
in the course of which she stated the objects of the Mothers’ 
Union in connection with the Haddo House Association, 
which had now about 8,coo mothers belonging to it. It will 
thus be seen that Lady Aberdeen has had a very busy time 
of it at Bradford. Our only regret is that the space at our 
disposal, and the necessity for going to press early in the 
week, prevents our givigg a verbitim report, in our present 
issue, of the speeches she delivered on each occasion. 


FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


- Fripay last was the b‘ggest field night since the opening of 
the present Parl‘amentary session. There was a brisk skir- 
mishing carried on by means of questions acdressed by Sir 
William Harcourt and others to the Attorney-General, relative 
to the handing over of official papers to the informer, 
Le Carron, to be used in the interests of the Times. Dr. 
Tanner created a sensation by walking into the House, after 
having for some weeks successfully baffled the police. And 
now Mr. Gladstune approached the table, and opened his 
attack upon the Government amidst a burst of enthusiastic 
cheers from his supporters. The right hon. gentleman, for 
some time past, has ignored the political existence of Mr. 
Joseph Chamberlain. Now, however, he simply extinguished 
the member for West Birmingham, with shaft after shaft of 
ridicule. Mr. Gladstone alluded in sarcastic terms to the 
paternal responsibility of Mr. Chamberlain, for some five and 
twenty different schemes of dealing with the Irish question. 
His tones and gestures excited much amusement. Placing 
his hands behind his back, and bending down towards Mr. 
Chamberlain, he asked, ‘“‘ Am I the person who is so happy 
as to possess the confidence of the right hon. gentleman?” 
This was in answer t) the suggestion of Mr. Chamberlain 
that he-- Mr. Gladstone—shou'd settle the Irish land question. 
His peroration enthralled the House. Speaking of the 
Liberal policy of justice and conciliation he said: ‘ You 
may deprive of its grace and of its freedom the act which you 
are asked to do, bit avert that act you cannot. To prevent 
its consummation is utterly beyond your power. It seems 
to approach at an accelerated rate. Coming slowly or coming 
quickly, surely it is coming. And you yourselves, many of 
you, must in your own breasts be aware that already you see 
in the handwriting on the wall the signs of coming doom.” 
Later in the evening came the event of the session. It was 
an incident destined to become historic when Mr. Parnell 
rose to speak. The whole Opposition, headed by Mr. 
Gladstone, rose as one man to pay a tribute of respect to one 
of the greatest of Irish leaders—one whose character, so long 
muligned, is now beginning to be understood by the English 
people. There was one fizure, however, that remained as if 
glued to the font bench. It was that of Lord Hartington, 
who, doubtless, bethought himself of the recent results of the 
County Council elections in the Rossendale division. It 13s 
needless to say that Mr. Morley’s amendment to the address 
was defeated by the aid of the Unionist goats, although by a 
decreasing majority. On Monday the House took into 
consideration the claims of the Scotch Crofters; and on 
Tuesday the amendment under consideration dealt with the 
vexed question of the right of meeting in Trafalgar Square. 
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The arrangements for the International Congress of 
Women, to be held this year in Paris, are making rapid 
progress towards completion. Madame Clemence Royer, 
the translator into French of Darwin's “Origin of Species,” 
is to be the president. The sections are to be divided into 
Historical, Economical, Moral and Legislative. It is 
claimed that many of the reforms which have recently taken 
piace in France (such as the opening of new and better 
schools for girls, and the admission of women to the practice 
of medicine) may be largely traced to the discussion which 
took place at the previous Women’s Congress, held during 
the Paris Exhibition of 1878, which was attended by 
representatives from England, America, Belgium, Brazil, Italy, 
Holland, Poland, Roumania, Sweden, and Switzerland. 


WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


The sensation caused by Mdlle. Caroline Schultze’s doctora} 
theses has somewhat subsided. The papers, both medical and 
literary, have criticised it; friends and enemies to what js 
called the woman’s question have discussed it either with 
praise or blame; and now the “Exposition des Femmes 
Peintres” and Miss Ada Leigh’s marriage with the Bishop of 
Ontario are attracting the attention of those who ate 
interested in women’s work. Naturally the ‘“ Exposition 
des Femmes Peintres ” attracts the largest share of interest, 
because the society is known to all, and the exhibition is a 
public feature ; whereas Miss Leigh’s work, though known to 
a large section of the Paris population, both French, English 
and American, and warmly appreciated, her notoriety is less 
widespread than that of the “Femmes Peintres.” In 
the last issue of the “Echoes from Paris,” published every 
two months by Miss Leigh, she bids farewell to her workers 
and helpers, but promises to reappear among them whenever 
her presence is needed, to lend a helping hand in the good 
work she his founded and fostered. Perhaps; it may be 
interesting to our readers t» have an insight into what this 
work is. The following enumeration will show ‘Our 
Mission Homes in Paris:” Y. W. C. A. and Home for Young 
Women, 26, Faubourg St. Honoré; a Home for Engiish 
and American Women, 77, Avenue Wagram ; a Créche, ot 
Infant School for Children, which has developed into a 
Kindergarten school for English and American children 
between the ages of three and eight (about fifty children a 
year pass through the school, which is under the care of an 
admirable teacher, Miss Holden) ; a Home and Orphanage for 
English and American children, 35, Boulevard Bineau Neuilly ; 
a Mission Hall, 7y, Avenue Wagram; mothers’ meetings, 
a clothing club, children’s sewing classes, night school, 
men’s Bible readings, French classes, a soup kitchen, the 
Temperance Band of Hop:, and Total Abstinence Societies.” 
Tne Exhibition des Femmes Peintres is an exhibition of 
pictures painted by the members of the ‘‘Societie des 
Femmes Peintres.” This society was founded in 1881 by 
M. Leon Berhaut ; she is now its president. Mme. Berhaut 
is a distinguished sculptor ; her reputation is so world wide it is 
is almost useless to dwell on it here. As president of this 
society she shows what an unrivalled president a woman can 
be. She takes a special interest in each member, her 
professional pride carried to enthusiasm, combined with 
womanly sympathy, is the secret of the success of this society. 
The “ Exposition des Femmes Peintres” is a feature of the 
season, which in Paris is always in winter. The “private 
view” is crowded ; everybody goes, everybody taiks about the 
pictures, and, indeed, there is much to be said. Want of 
space prevents me from giving here an adequate idea of 
this exhibition. ; 
Frenchwomen show as much talent in literature as in 
painting—in fact, they have proved that there are few careers 
they cannst adopt and few tasks they cannot undertake. 
They are able doctors, serious scientists, distinguished artists 
and litterati, celebrated romancists, generous and devoted 
philanthropists, and unrivalled mothers and wives. The 
truth about Frenchwomen is not generally known. Their 
reputation for frivolity and immorality is based on what has 
happened in the past, not on facts furnished by France of 
to-day. Up to the present time Frenchwomen have not 
entered the church nor the legal profession, but in every 
other walk of life they have displayed the intellect of 
men and supported the dignity of women. _I should like to 
introduce to your English readers the numerous French 
auth-resses, doctors, scientists, journalists, philanthropists, 
artists, musicians, &c. Many of these gifted women really 
hide their light uader a bushel and avoid publicity; except to 
their immediate friends they are only known as excelleat 
wives and mothers. A brilliant example of this n:odesty 13 
furnishe 1 by Mme. Malassez, the wife of the distinguish 
scientist, M. Malassez, director of the histological laboratory 
of the College de France. Mme. Malassez has recently 
published one of the most charming children’s books ever 
written, entitled “Les Journees de Decet Petels Parisiens. 
This volume was written by her to amuse her children, to 
whom, like all French mothers, she devotes her life. 
friend urged her to publish her book to amuse other children, 
an argument which succeeded at once. Mme. Malassez has 
also exhibited pictures of still life at the Salon. 
W. VERNIER, Paris. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
To the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 


Sir,—May I be allowed to raise one or two objections to 
Miss Bertha Mason’s suggestion of presenting a petition to 
the Queen, which appeared in the Gaszefle of February 16? 
The main objections appear to be as follows: (1) It is not 
the Queen but the Government representing the English 
people which is responsible for the shameful administration 
of a shameful act. (2) We do not desire to petition for an 
act of favour, but to protest against the outrageous deeds 
now being committed, in the name of the English nation, by 
those who act as the representatives of that nation. We 
complain of the use they have made of the sacred trust 
committed to them. We protest in the name of justice. 
We must not beg for mercy. (3) A special petition would 
interfere with the national protest. Women’s Liberal 
Associations are now hard at work circulating this latter 
document, and it would be impossible for them to undertake 
more work at the present moment. It is obvious that it 
must be the political organisations who undertake to manage 
there documents, and their members have, as a rule, but 
little time at their disposal. Many persons would object to 
be asked for their signatures twice over, and certainly 
canvassers would object to ask them ; to do so one frequently 
requires an effort. (4) Surely the one monster protest from 
the whole nation will carry with it far more weight than a 
number of smaller expressions of opinion. Let us all 
combine together to make our views heard simultaneously. 
There would be no need for separate Women’s Liberal 
Associations if all political organisations admitted women to 
membership, and if all laboured together the work would be 
quicker and more effectively done. When there is the least 
chance of doing so, let us, in the name of common sense, 
do away with the wretched divisions into sets, sections, and 
cliques which do so much to hinder progress in every 
department of labour. Let us all work together as members 
of one nation, inspired by ore aim, towards the attainment 
of our common ends.—Yours, &c, C. L. H. 


To the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 


Dear Sir,—In reference to Miss Riley’s suggestion in your 
last week’s issue, concerning the adoption of a shamrock 
badge for the Women’s Liberal Association, permit me to 
say my love for the “ dear little shamrock” is so intense that 
I dread the possibility of it being used as a provocative of 
party feeling. 

As a fitting emblem cf the co-operation we receive from 
the diverse nationalities of this empire, to promcte tl.e con- 
solidation and the real union of the people in the work of 
efficient government, I would suggest that we wear, not the 
shamrock alone, but the shamrock in company with the rose 
and the thistle. 

To be true to the title of our association, which represents 
much of the real nobility of Great Britain, in addition to the 
warm hearts in Ireland, the rose, thistle, and shamrock let it 
be, if we are to use an insignia. 

Can we ever forget the help we have received from our 
compatriots? Are we not now shoulder to shoulder in the 
struggle? And when the day of this fight is over, and the 
victory ours, the harmony of the song of triumph will not be 
complete unless it can be sung by those who are symbolised 
by the rose, thistle, and shamrock—and as a deed of eternal 
partnership, in every fight yet to be fought, in every battle to 
be won, and as typical of the union of hearts, irrespective of 
all creeds and colours, can there be a more fitting sign than 
the rose, thistle, and shamrock ?—Yours faithfully, 

E. McPaRLanD. 
66, Clemens Street, Leamington, 
Feb. 28th, 1889. 

CuaRLEs GeorcE Gorpon. By Colonel Sir W. F. Butler. 
Macmillan. 2s. 6d.—This volume is the first of the series, 
“ Bnglish Men of Action,” and promises well for those which 
follow. We are inclined to believe this is the best account 
of Gordon’s life which has yet appeared. Colonel Butler had, 
a splendid opportunity, through long and unbroken friendship, 
of understanding the man whose memoir he gives us. 
In recognising this fact we find a clue to much of the point, 
pathos, and power of this devply-interesting narrative, as 
given in the present form. We bespeak for the volume great 
popularity among readers of all classes. 
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WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


Miss Edith A. Davis, the originator of the Ladies’ 
Guide Association (S.W.), has issued a prospectus showir.g 
the need of a central and responsible institution, with corres- 
ponding branches in all parts of the world. The present 
offices are at 121, Pall Mall. ; 


Mrs. Allison, Eccleston Square, is one of Mr. Spurgeon’s 
strongest allies, and conducts, in connection with his mission, 
a Sunday afternoon Bible class of 500 men. 


Miss Isabella O. Chessar, 33, Balcombe Street, Dorset 


Square, Londor, N.W., is the managing secretary of the 
Institute for the Advancement of Plain Needlework, the 


object of which is to provide teachers qualified to adapt the 


principles of simultaneous and demonstrative teaching to the 
subject of neecle work. 


Mrs. Holman Hunt, wife of the celebrated painter, is 
well-known as a worker among the poor of the vast West End 
districts of London. Her Sunday concerts in Walham 
Green are a powerful preventive uf much ill-doing. 


Margaret Lady Sandhurst, L.C.C., will be proceeded 
against by Mr. Beresford Hope, the defeated London 
County Council candidate, on Monday next. 


Miss Ellen Terry and Mrs. Bancroft took part in the 
“ Dogs’ Concert” which was given at the Duke of West- 
minster’s on Monday. £ 400 was paid for tickets. 


Miss Ethel Arnold, sister of Mrs. Humphrey Ward, is 
visiting in New York. Formcrly she taught schcol in 
Oxford ; now she contributes to periodical literature. 


Mrs. Humphrey Ward's paper in the current numbes 
cf the Mineteenth Century is an attack on the miraculour 
element of Christianity. 


Mrs. Lynn Linton’s second :aper on the “Characteristics 
of Englishwomen,” in the /urtnightiy, tells the story of 
Lady Jane Grey and other famous ladies. 


Mrs. Bateson, in addressing meetings recently at Rochester 
and other places, has pointed out to Liberals that if they 
conistently act up to their professed principles they will 
support the extension of the Parliamentary franchise to 
women. 


Mrs. Fenwick Miller, we learn from the Zoophilist, 
“thas written a remarkably able letter exposing some of the 
delusions of Pasteurism, which appeared in TZ#-Bits for 
February 23rd.” The letier is to be reprinted as a leafict 
by the Anti-vivisection (Victoria Street) Society, and dis- 
tributed to the Press. 


——— ee 


Women’s Suffrage Parlour Meeting 
in York. 


Following a public meeting on ‘Tuesday, the gth Feb., 
for the furtherance of the cause of women’s suffrage, a 
parlour meeting, by the invitation of Mrs. Hemy Richardson, 
was held at the York Institute, on the afternoon of Wednes- 
day, the 20th. Upwards of two hundred ladies assembled, 
and listened with interest to an earnest and thoughtful 
address from Miss Balgarnie, of the Central National Society 
for Women’s Suffrage. Amongst those present were the 
Lady Mayouess of York, Mrs. Smithson, Mrs. Morreil, Mrs. 
J. E. Clark, Mrs. Wilkinson, Mrs. Watkinson, Miss Wilkin- 
son, Miss Watkinson, and other well-known and influential 
ladies. Miss Balgarnie dwelt more particylarly upon the 
subject from the woman’s point of view. She denied that the 
study and right understanding of social and political questions 
in any way tend to disqualify women for domestic life and 
duties. She spoke strongly of some notable and unjust 
inequalities of the laws as between men and women, as at 
present existing, and urged that the exercise of the 
Parliamentary franchise by women would undoubtedly lead 
to the alteration and remedy of such laws. A petition to the 
House of Commons fer the extension of the franchise to 
women was unanimously passed, and signed by Mrs: 
Richardson, who occupied the chair. 


. The meeting, by a cordial vote, formed itself then and 


there into a branch of the Central National Society, and 
over eighty names were given in as members. After the 
usual vote of thanks, tea was handed round, and this afforded 
the opportunity for pleasant and social intercourse and .coa- 
versation. 1 els 
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“IN JUSTICE TO OUR OPPONENTS.” 


IF any of our readers are in the habit of paying but scanty 
attention to the utterances of Conservative speakers, we beg 
respectfully to tell them that they thereby lose golden oppor- 
tunities of edification and delight. The reports of Primrose 
League meetings, for instance, are mines of wealth for the 
political and social observer, and never should be missed. 

- We have our Gladstone, it is true, the Nationalists have their 
O’Brien, but somehow neither Liberals nor Nationalists have 
ever grasped and marked that peculiar style, which marks 
the dwellers in “ habitations.” 

There were some fine specimens of it the other day at 
Meifod. The ruling councillor opened the proceedings by 
referring to “the agreeable change in the weather,” and the 
organising secretary solemnly abjured all present “to 
uphold religion, the constitution, and the Imperial 
ascendency of Great Britain ”—in other words, to increase the 
membership of the League, which as everyone knows, has 
taken religion, the constitution, and the empire into its 
keeping. But the speaker of the evening was Captain 
Hayhurst France. It is a Liberal education to listen to 
Captain France! He has ideas on many subjects. He has 
one on the political mission of women, which, according to 
him, is to stem “the wave of Republicanism sweeping over 
the country.” He gives the clearest and most explicit 
directions as to how this difficuit task is to be performed. 
They are to work on behalf of the Primrose League, but, 
mark you, “wichout getting on a platform to address any 
audience.” He has another on this alarming spread of 
education amongst us. He thinks children are now educated 
too much, “ that they should be educated only up to the 
standard of life which they would afterwards have to occupy.” 
Ah! how wise were the parents or guardians of Captain 
Hayhurst France, who, with such admirable foresight, pro- 
vided him with an education which has so admirably fitted 
him for the position in life he now fills as the guide, 
philosopher, and bard of the Meifod Habitation of the 
Primrose League ! 

We are not such blind partisans as to refuse to admit that 
the Conservative party has its wits and humorists. We have 
not yet forgotten the exquisite jests of the Warden of Merton. 
His good things, it is true, were conceived and uttered in a 
fine bold style, which everyone cannot aspire to; but let not 
our admiration for the audacity of his genius prevent us from 
appreciating the guileless mirthful numbers of Captain 
France, which called forth “loud cheers and great laughter ” 
on the occasion we refer to. The subject of his verse, 
which, by the way, he sang, was the County Council, and 
the motif, the difficulty that all save representatives of the 
classes will have in serving on them. It is to be regretted 
that the space at our disposal does not permit us to do more 
than quote briefly :— 

“Oh, what a happy land is England ! 
But how pine nd the time to spare, 
I cannot really say. 
The business men won't leave their work, 
Nor the farmers lose their hay. 
Then there'll only be the clerk that’s left, 
For the ladies will not sit. 
Oh, what a happy land is England ! 
Rule, rule Britannia, 
God save the Queen, 
These times are times seldom to be seen, 
Hokey pokey, penny a lump— 
You all know what I mean. 
Oh, what a happy land is England !” 


Now, as we do not belong to the party that has “all the 
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THE WOMEN’S DEPUTATION TO 
IRELAND. 


Miss Jane Oobden has kindly consented to allow he; 
name to be placed upon the committee, which it is ho 
will be formed for arranging for the visit of the deputation, 
Miss Cobden suggests that it would be well for a few women 
to go over to Father McFadden’s trial. 

Amy Mander also writes to say that she will be 
glad to place at the disposal of such a committee any 
information she has about Ireland. Miss Mander say;: 
“Small parties of women (four or six) should be prepared ty 
go off at a week’s notice to watch proceedings, either a 
evictions on any given estate, or at some of these infamous 
Coercion Act trials These proceedings they could report 
upon to their own friends, to local associations, or in the 
newspapers. On the way there, or back, they probably 
could diverge to see some one or more “ Plan of Campaign” 
estates, or some other interesting point. I think if a com 
mittee were formed of those who know Ireland well (either 
as a whole or in portions) without private information they 
would have at their disposal, places desirable to see at a 
given time could be made out. Then if all those who were 
free to go in April, May, June, and so on, through the year, 
would send in their names to the secretary of the committee, 
advice as to destination, route, &c., names of the priests and 
locat leaders could be given them, If Irish public meetings 
were going to be held they could be present, and if any 
speaker were of the gréup, they could speak and take an 
active part in the proceedings.” 

Miss Clara Lucas, secretary of the Darlington W.L.A., 
writes as follows: “The Darlington Women’s Liberal com- 
mittee has had the proposed scheme of a women’s deputation 
to Ireland laid before them. I am requested to say that 
they think the idea very good, and believe it might be most 
useful, As to whether any of our members could co-operate 
in sending representatives, would, of course, depend upon 
later plans and information. Personally, I may say that | 
believe the plan proposed by Mrs. Byles is the very thing 
required, and I am quite sure there are many women who 
would do this work admirably.” 

Mrs. Cowen, president of the Nottingham W.L.A., writes: 
“At the meeting of the Nottingham Women’s Liberal Asso- 
ciation, a resolution was passed approving of the suggestion 
to send a deputation from the W.L.A.’s of England to 
Ireland, and expressing willingness to co-operate with the 
committee formed to carry out the scheme.” 

Miss Emma Tickell, hon. sec. Torquay W.L.A., writes 
to say that her committee warmly approve of the proposed 
deputation to Ireland. 

Helen Moffatt, hon. sec. Newcastle and Gateshead 


‘“‘ Mr, Carroll D. Wright 


States. He has gathered particulars of 17,427 women 
working at 342 different industries in 32 different localities. 
As out of the total number only 745 are married and 1,035 
are widowed, it is clear that the bulk of workwomen 1n 
America are unmarried. As the average age is 22 years and 
7 months, it is also clear that the majority of these workers are 
girls, and more than half are said to contribute to the general 
support of the home. Over 12,020 report themselves to be 


talents,” as well as the empire, in its keeping, we cannot 
claim to be able to fully comprehend or correctly scan these 
numbers. We have only intellect enough to see that they 
are extremely funny. Who will dare to say, after this, that 
Conservatism is dull ? 

We hope, on a future occasion, to continue what we con- 
ceive to be the great and noble work of vindicating Primrose 
ways to the misinformed and the uncharitable of our party. 


We are glad to see that Mrs. Holiday, of Oak Tree House, 
Hampstead, together with Mrs. Bates, is acting as hon. sec. 
of a committee in course of formation for the purpose of 
watching the proceedings connected with the trial of Father 
McFadden. One of the objects of the committee is to find 
ladies and gentlemen who will attend the trial; and we sin- 
cerely hope that some of our readers may find themselves in 
a position to do so. ; 

Another object is to raise funds for the assistance of poor 
families of some of the four peasants who have been arrested, 
also to defray the expenses incurred in connection with the 
trial of Father McFadden. 


comfortable as to home conditions, but 4,093 describe these 
as ‘poor,’ and when that confession is made it means, a 
Mr. Wright points out, ‘ poor indeed.’ The average weekly 
earnings are thus stated: Atlanta, $4 56c.; Baltimore, *4 
18c. ; Boston, $5 84c. : Brooklyn, $5 76c. ; Buffalo, $4 27¢ 
Charleston, $4 22c.; Chicago, $5 74c.; Cincinnati, 4 
soc. ; Cleveland, $4 68c. ; Indianapolis, $4 67¢. ; Louisville, 
$4 51c.; Newark, $5 roc.; New Orleans, $4 3I1C.; New 
York, $5 85c.; Philadelphia, $5 32c. ; Providence, $5 51 ; 
Richmond, $3 93c.; St. Louis, $5 19c.; St. Paul, $6 - ; 
San Francisco, $6 19c. ; San Jose, $6 11c. ; Savannah, “4 
ggc. ; all cities, $5 24c. Of course to compare these earnings 
with European wages it would be necessary to take intu 
account the cost of living in each place. Of the 17,427 
working women, 14,120 are native born ; but 12,904 of vase 
were wholly or partially of foreign extraction.  ‘ From al 
that can be leaned,’ Mr. Wright says, ‘one need not 
hesitate in asserting that the working women of this countr) 
are as honest and as virtuous as any other class of our 
citizens,’ ” 
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FATEFUL DONEGAL. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Tue big events that are following each other so quickly in 
these parts rob minor incidents of the attention which they 
otherwise should have. One of these that happened 
yesterday, though nothing unusual in its way, merits special 
notice: Four cars conveyed four untried prisoners from 
Gweedore to Letterkenny—over forty miles—charged with 
complicity in the Gweedore tragedy, with three armed 
policemen on each car, and surrounded by a strong 
escort of dragoons as well. The prisoners—all of them 
unsophisticated peasants—zwere kept handcuffed all the 
time! ‘The day was piercingly cold, with a strong wind 
and a continuous downpour of rain. The men were miserably 
clad, and they had to make the entire journey, occupying 
some eight or ten hours, without any refreshment. A more 
unnecessary exhibition of cruelty it would be hard to imagine. 
If the prisoners had been found guilty of some heinous 
crime, no judge could have sentenced them to a harder day’s 
punishment. ‘ 

In England, and other parts of the kingdom generally, it 
is a recognised principle, as it is unquestionably the law, 
that no one is to be punished until found guilty. Hence 
those entrusted with the administration of the law, from the 
highest servant of the Crown to the lowest, are all bound to 
respect this primary right of the subject. Anything to the 
contrary is an arbitrary and unjustifiable abuse of authority. 
The police are naturally, in many instances, initiative vindi- 
cators of the law. It is their duty to arrest offenders, or 
supposed offenders, under various conditions ; but the law 
does not deliver the subject into their hands for summary 
trial and punishment. The very police code, founded on 
the law, requires that vengeance is not theirs, even though 
guilt be manifest, much less when it is doubtful. The police 
can use such force, and no more, as is necessary for arrest, 
or to retain a prisoner in custody. Handcuffs are amongst 
their aids, of course, to the latter end, and the wearing of 
them is in itself often no inconsiderable punishment. The 
use of handcuffs, therefore, without necessity must be regarded 
as unwarrantable. That no necessity exists for handcuffing 
is obvious; as a sufficient, or, if preferred, an overwhelming 
force is available, and that such has been the practice, 
even in Ireland, the police themselves would claim. How, 
then, is the system that now obtains to be explained? It is 
not to be pretended for a moment that the strong armed 
escort of police and dragoons should be in the least 
diffident of their power to retain the prisoners, or that 
they might apprehend violence from them. The handcuffing 
of these men, then, must mean assumed guilt and anticipated 
conviction, which would warrant instant punishment, and 
this of a sort and severity that makes little account of health, 
and may be of life. 

Some of the police and dragoons of the escort would 
hardly be suspected of shamming if they reported themselves 
ill after such a day’s experience, though neither hungry, nor 
poorly clad, nor handcuffed. A lieutenant of the King’s 
Royal Rifles was in bed for a week after one of those 
expeditions on a car. Even in gaol the law is still supposed 
in Ireland to watch with scrupulous care over the health of 
the vilest criminal, while the most reckless disregard for the 
consequences of studied exposure to the wintry elements and 
torture combined may be openly practised on untried Irish 
suspects, as a first instalment of justice in this season of 
official panic and despotism. ; 

Nobody seriously believes that many, if any, of the two score 
of ants already in gaol, have had any hand in the killing 
of Mr. Martin; and this makes the wanton and indiscrimi- 
nate torturing of such people all the more reprehensible. By 
all means let those who perpetrated the deplorable deed be 
brought to justice, if possible, and punished ; but all persons 
accused of act or part in it have a strict right in law and 
decency to trial before punishment of any sort that may be 
avoided. The police are not constituted to prejudge any 
case, and those poor people that they are taking to gaol 
with uplifted, manacled hands, through the wilds of Donegal, 
by day and by night, in mid-winter, may all be as clear of the 
charge as their custodians or the magistrates who committed 
them. . “Any stick is good enough to beat a dog with” 
would seem to be the rule in force against them. 


At Letterkenny, 
many other defendants were 


on Monday, Father McFadden and 
brought before the resident 


magistrates charged with the murder of District Inspector 
Martin at Derrybeg. On behalf of the Attorney-General, 
Mr. Ross applied for a further remand, on the ground that 
some of the persons implicated had not yet been arrested, 
and that several of the policemen injured during Father 
McFadden’s arrest had not sufficiently recovered to give 
evidence. Mr. O’Doherty, M.P., who appeared for the 
defendants, protested against the further remand suggested 
by the Crown, saying it was only an attempt to repeat the old 
dodge of trying to make the people swear against their priest. 
Had there ever, he asked, been such an effort made before 
to bring a whole congregation into a charge simply because 
they were at mass. Such a thing could not occur in any 
country except Ireland and in that unfortunate part of it. 
Mr. Hamilton, one of the magistrates, confessed that the 
application had taken the bench by surprise. They would 
remand the defendants for three days, and hoped that the 
Crown would then be prepared to proceed with the case or 
let the defendants be disposed of, a remark that prompted 
cries of ‘ Hear, hear,” from the body of the court. 

The agent of Mr. Olphert, accompanied by a number of 
police, has visited the tenants on the townland of Glaschercoo 
and Curran’s Fort and demanded possession. It is stated 
that in a few days the tenants affected, to the number of 
forty, will be turned out of their homes. The people are 
already wretchedly poor, and their outlook is a hopeless one 

Father Stephens was, on Tuesday, sentenced to another 
term of six months’ imprisonment, on a charge of inciting 
tenants not to pay their rents. 


WOMEN AS POOR-LAW GUARDIANS. 


To the Editor of the Women’s Gazette. 


Sir,—I was very glad to see in your last issue a 
report of a meeting at Nottingham on the above subject. 
In Mr. Bartlett’s valuable little work, “A Handy Book for 
Guardians of the Poor,” he speaks of “the importance of at 
least one or two women being members of every Board of 
Guardians.” Of the sixty-two women at present filling that 
position, twenty-four were elected for I.ondon Unions, seven for 
Edinburgh, five for Birmingham, and four for Bristol, leaving 
a very small number for all other parts of the country. 
Having had one year’s experience as a solitary lady guardian, 
and four years with an invaluable colleague, I am anxious to 
encourage other women not to shrink from what must he in 
somie respects a painful duty. The necessary contact with 
vice and misery is very depressing, and the restrictions 
imposed by the poor law often hamper one’s efforts. But 
the work is not without its cheering aspects. The inmates - 
of the infirmary especially welcome the regular visits of a 
lady, whose position gives her the power to introduce little 
ameliorations in their lot which no ordinary visitor can effect. 
In many cases, also, the officers gladly avail themselves of the 
counsel and sympathy of those whose knowledge of the 
poor law, and also of domestic management, renders them 
peculiarly able to enter into their special difficulties. As a 
rule women can‘devote more time to workhouse visiting 
than the men guardians, Dr. Julia Mitchell’s remarks on 
the care we can give to workhouse children are very excellent. 
So to train them as to prevent their swelling the future ranks 
of pauperism, is a duty we owe both to them and to the 
community. I am thankful that our Girls’ Day Room has 
now been closed for a considerable time—the poor little 
maidens who inhabited it when we were first elected having 
been nearly all drafted off to Orphan Homes, &c. Some of 
the boys, too, have been similarly rescued from the pauperising, — 
contaminating influences of workhouse life. Beside these 
and other opportunities for usefulness among the inmates of 
the workhouse a lady guardian’s personal acquaintance 
with the poor and their needs is often valuable in deciding 
applications for outdoor relief. I would therefore urge that 
in places where no women have as yet been elected, steps be 
taken to secure the return of one, or if possible two, duly 
qualified women. The nominations have to be sent in the 
latter part of March, and the elections take place in the first 
week in April. The Society for Promoting the Return of 
Women as Poor Law Guardians (Hon. Secs., Miss Cooper 
and Miss C. A. Biggs, 19, Notting Hill Square, London, W.) 
is very glad to furnish information and help.—Yours truly, 

Mary G. HOPKINS. . 

Scarborough, Feb. 25, 1889. 
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TO OUR READERS. 
We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women’s Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 
railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 
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Next week the two most interesting manifestations of the 
National Protest which has been steadily gathering strength 
in all parts of the country will take place in London, and 
many active workers are arranging to come up to town in 
order to be present at one or both. The first occasion is on 
Monday the 11th, when the Women’s Liberal Federation 
holds a protest meeting at Prince's Hall. Lady Sandhurst, 
the county councillor for Brixton, whose seat is being 
assailed by Mr. Beresford Hope at the present moment, will 
take the chair, in the unavoidable absence of the president 
ofthe Federation, Mrs. Gladstone. The thousands of 
women who belong to Mrs. Gladstone’s Federation have felt 
“deeply with her in her great anxiety for the health of her 
eldest son, whom she is now tending at Hawarden, and they 
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have watched eagerly for the news of signs of his recovery. 
doubt if she had not had this pressing call elsewhere, M;; 
Gladstone would have been found ready to preside op, 
Monday next, but all will feel satisfied to know that she i 
attending to those duties in her own family which no one 
else could so well perform. We hope many of the women 
who have been collecting signatures for the Protest will be 
present at the Prince’s Hall meeting, and that everything will 
go off as well as has hitherto invariably been the case with 
the Federation demonstrations, whether held in London or 
the provinces. 

The other great occasion next is a deliberative Cop. 
ference, to be followed by a public meeting, on Wednesday, 
the 13th. The Conference will be at the Memorial Halll, 
Farringdon Street, from two to five in the afternoon, and Mr. 
John Morley will preside, There have been whispers that the 
great Liberal leader may look in during the proceedings, as he 
has been known to do before when important conferences have 
been sitting, but this is a mere matter of conjecture. Many 
important men from provincial centres will give short addresses, 
and the proceedings will be of the utmost interest. In the 
evening, at eight o’clock, at St. James’s Hall, one of the most 
representative meetings ever held in London is expected to 
take place. Tickets are only issued to the National Protest 
General Committee, but as this barely numbers 6,000 
persons, and of these a large number are University dons, 
physicians, men of science, philanthropists, and generally 
men and women of great culture, the audience will be a 
very interesting one. It is expected that the hero of the day, 
Charles Stewart Parnell, will attend the meeting, and he will 
certainly not be let off without a speech. Mr. Parnell has 
been so little on English platforms that it is a rare privilege 
to hear him speak:outside the House of Commons; but his 
fine, full, and dignified bearing as familiar to many from the 
excellent portraits now so much in request. 

We hope the coming week is only the beginning of such 
an expression of public opinion as will be found sufficient 
even to stir the consciences of such men as Lord Salisbury, 
Mr. Balfour, and Mr. Smith. There is a voice loud enough 
to be heard even by Tories in office, and it is in that voice 
we must speak. Louder and louder must the National 
Protest be heard until we obtain what we ask for, an appeal 
to the country, and then the reward will be sufficient to 
Tepay even the hardest workers for all the efforts and sacri- 
fices they are now making. 

The suggestion of Mr. Aird, M.P., that a committee con- 
sisting of Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Balfour, Mr. H. H. Fowler, 
Mr. Sexton, and Mr. Chamberlain, should be formed for the 
purpose of settling the Irish question, is only one more of 
those random shots which show that the present system of 
governing Ireland is doomed—that the enemy is on the 
point of surrendering. But there is Ireland to be thought of 
first! The Tories deliberately rejected their opportunities in 
1886. The English people'‘are not disposed to trust them 
again. Moreover, we know, by experience, the value of Tory 
reforms. The bill conferring-Home Rule upon Ireland must 
be thorough, comprehensive, and final. First and foremost it 
must be such as will be accepted by the Irish people. For 
these reasons, even if they were willing, the Tories are not 
fitted to undertake the task involved.’ 

Lady Aberdeen, in the speech which she delivered at 
Bradford, on Tuesday—a speech which, if we'may presume 
to say so, will rank among her finest efforts—struck the key 


note, when, amidst great cheering, she gave as our watchword, 
“ Dissolve ! Dissolve !” 
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The arrangements for the meeting of the Women’s Liberal Good Friday. Should the House, as usual, adjourn for the 


Federation, in’ Prince’s Hall, Piccadilly, on Monday, March 
11th, are now practically completed. A large number of 
vice-presidents and members of the Federation have signified 
their intention of ‘being present—among others, the 
Marchioness of Ripon, Lady Trevelyan, Lady Davey, Lady 
Le Marchant, Lady Stevenson, Countess Tolstoy, Mrs. 
Pennington, the Hon. Mrs. Hardcastle, Mrs. Jacob Bright, 
Mrs. Mellor, Mrs. Allanson Picton, Mrs. Charles Schwann, 
Mrs. Joshua Rowntree, Mrs, Joicey, Mrs. Edward Crossley, 
Mrs. Tom Bayley, Mrs. Spence Watson, Miss E. Shaw 
Lefevre. The platform is the only part of the hall that will 
be monopolised by women. A limited number of seats will 
be numbered and reserved, and tickets for these (price 2/6) 
may be had on application to the Secretary, 23, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, London, S.W. The chair will be taken by 
Margaret, Lady Sandhurst, at 8-30 p.m. precisely. The 
resolutions to be submitted to the meeting will have special 
reference to the present administration of the law in Ireland 
and to the treatment of political prisoners. Mrs. Bateson, 
Cambridge, Mrs. Ormiston Chant, Mrs. Eva McLaren, Mrs. 
Maitiand, M.L.S.B., Miss Orme, L.L.B., Miss Chapman, 
Winchester, and others will give addresses during the 
evening. 
* 
* & 

At the Manchester Assizes, on Monday, a man named 
Matthews was brought up for trial on a charge of wife 
murder, at Bacup. On the night of January 1, when the 
world was ushering in a “happy new year,” the unhappy 
victim was heard to exclaim, ‘I will go back with you, Jackie, 
but don’t murder me.” A little later there were sounds of 
“ screaming and shrieking,” and in the morning it was found 
that she had bled to death fro the kicks which her husband 
—the brute Matthews—had inflicted upon her. ‘The jury 
found the prisoner guilty of manslaughter, whereupon Mr. 
Commissioner Williams senienced him to two months’ 
imprisonment!! It should be added that on twenty previous 
occasions he had been convicted for drunkenness or assault, 
three of these being upon the unhappy wretch whom he at 
last succeeded in killing. 

At the same assizes, before the same judge, Ellen Harwood 
(32), and Margaret Scarisbrick (20), factory operatives, 
each received the same sentence, viz. two months’ imprison- 
ment, with hard labour, for stealing a purse. Jane Frawley, 
charged with shop-lifting, was also sentenced, by this self-same 
authority, to four months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 

Is there no means by which the force of public opinion 
and moral sense can be brought to bear upon the conduct of 
Mr. Commissioner Williams, who esteems the crime of wife 
murder as being on a level with that of stealing a purse, and 
a considerably less heinous offence than that of ‘‘shop-lifting?” 

We appeal to some of our friends in the House of Com- 
mons to bring pressure to bear upon the Home Secretary, with 
reference to this gross outrage upon the administration of 
justice. Mr. Commissioner Williams may be well qualified to 
fill the position of an Irish removable magistrate, but we 
should prefer that he were sent on a long holiday—say to the 
‘South Sea Islands—where he could deal leniently with can- 
nibals and such like offenders. 


+ * 

We publish in another column a letter from Miss Mary 
Hopkins, relative to the impending elections of poor-law 
guardians, and the action of women in reference thereto. 
The subject is one of great importance, and we shall be glad 
to learn from our readers what is being done in regard to it. 
We are glad to note that Southport is, as usual, to the front 
in a matter of such importance. No less than five women 
candidates—three of them Liberals—have been put forward 
at Southport ; and a strong committee, headed by the mayor, 
has been formed for promoting their return. We regret that, 
acting upon legal advice, Mrs. Sherbrooke has felt it necessary 
to withdraw from the contest, the opinion of her solicitor 
being that, as a married woman, she would, if elected, be liable 
to be unseated. We believe that there are several instances 
where married women already occupy seats upon boards of 
guardians elsewhere ; but be that as it may, it seems a pity 
that Mts. Sherbrooke hds withdrawn. Better to have fought 
and lost than never to have fought at all. 


The Women’s Suffrage Bill, standing in the name of Mr. 
Walter McLafen, M.P., appears without the proviso inserted 
in Mr. Woodall’s Bill buts“he latter has put his name on the 
back of the Bill introduced by the former. Both Bills will 
-stand..on the paper for April 17th, the Wednesday before 


Easter holidays, on the preceding Tuesday, the opportunity 
for discussion will be lost. , 
*+* 

‘There seems to be a considerable demand for an English 
translation of Presensee’s Z’/rlande et L’Angleterre, _of 
which Mr. Gladstone has expressed himself in such high 
terms. Perhaps one of our readerg will feel led to undertake 
the translation. 

as 

Miss Monica Mangan, hon. sec. of the International 
Arbitration and Peace Association, writes to us from 40 and 
41, Outer Temple, Strand, as follows : “Will you kindly 
permit the Liberal Women who compose the Women’s 
committee of the above-named association, to make known 
through your columns that the Queen’s Club Amateur 
Dramatic Society, has kindly consented to give an entertain- 
ment on behalf of the association, on March 27th, at the 
Victoria Hall, Archer Street, Bayswater. No good work 
can be carried on without that necessary evil, money ; 
and we therefore hope that all who agree with our 
views as regards the advantages of peace, the evil of 
aggressive war, and the necessity of being prepared for the 
defence of our own country (for we are not a peace at any 
price committee) will come forward and help us. Tickets, 
price 38., 28., and 1s, may be had on application to Miss 
Wilson, 17, Blomfield Road, Maida Hill, Ww.” 

; +s 

Since the publication of our last issue, Richard Pigott, 
the ready tool of a conspiracy to blast the character of a 
public man, has, by his own hand, passed into the great 
Unseen. So tragically closes the life of one whose fate will 
serve 2s a landmark in the struggle for a nation’s existence. 
The reputation of the Zzmes newspaper has followed Richard 
Pigott. Said Thomas Carlyle, “No lie you can speak or 
act, but it will come, after longer or shorter circulation, like 
a bill drawn on nature’s reality, and be presented there for 
payment, with the answer, ‘ No effects.’” 

The movement that is on foot to provide for the education 
of Pigott’s children deserves, and we are sure will receive, 
the practical sympathy of all true Englishwomen. The 
proceedings before the Commission this week have for the 
most part been absolutely devoid of public interest. We 
have, therefore, spared our readers the infliction. 

Public opinion, however, will not be satisfied until Lord 
Richard Grosvenor, Sir R. P. Blennerhasset, and others have 
been put-into the witness box to give an account of their 
share in the transaction which has had in more senses than 
one such a dramatic ending. 

* & 

Now that Prince Alexander of Battenberg has ended by 
marrying an actress, it seems rather absurd to reflect that his 
reputed affection for the Princess Victoria seemed at one 
time likely to exercise a material effect upon the prospects of 
the peace of Europe. 

Pag 

Three by-elections are now pending at Barnsley, Kenning” 
ton, and in the Gorton Division of Lancashire. ‘Ihe first and 
the last are Liberal strongholds, and although neither seat is 
considered in danger, every effort should be made to increase 
the majority. Kennington, which is fortunate in having a 
Women’s Liberal Association, the secretary of which is Mrs. 
F. Garrett, 67, Upper Kennington Lane, has hitherto been 
misrepresented by Mr. Gent Davis, a Tory. It is hoped 
that the men and women of Kennington will be equal to 
the responsibility which is now cast upon them, and send 
Mr. Mark Beaufoy to the House of Commons with a hand- 
some majority. At Barnsley, where Primrose hoycotting is 
rife, a Women’s Liberal Association has just been formed, 
and is already actively engaged in promoting Lord Compton’s 
candidature. In the Gorton Divisicn, unforttnately, no such 
Women’s Liberal organisation exists, although the Primrose 
League is strong. 

as 

The Countess of Aberdeen who was accorded such a 
magnificient reception under the auspices of: the Bradford 
Women’s Liberal Association, on Tuesday night, was 
announced to address meetings at Glasgow, on Friday, 
Edinburgh on Saturday. Lady Aberdeen has also promised - 
to open a bazaar at Stockport, in April, and to visit Oxford 
in May. as 


wth 
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Women’s Liberal Associations. 


The recent bazaar at Kettering was rendered noteworthy, 
not only by the splendid financial results, but by the speecn 
delivered at the opening by the Dowager Lady Robinson, 
which derives additionab significance from the fact that many 
of her family are strict Conservatives. Lady Robinson is a 


grand-daughter of the seventh Earl of Galloway. 


* & 

TheSpalding Women’s Liberal Association is acknowledged 
to be an active and vigorous one. The help its members 
(they were not organised at the time) gave at the famous 
Spalding election is notorious. Since then they have worked 
steadily and energetically, taking their part in all that has 
been done for the furtherance of Liberal principles in the 
division. On Friday last they held a highly successful meet 
ing in conjunction with the Liberal Club, and they had the 
pleasure of hearing their efforts acknowledged by the Chair- 
man in the following terms: “ He could not tell them very 
much about it (the Women’s Liberal Association). It had been 
said that women could not keep a secret, but the women of 
this association seemed to keep their affairs pretty well to 
themselves, and they of the male sex did not know very 
much about them ; but their work was entirely educational, 
and this much could certainly be said, they had not done 
much harm, and that was more than could be said of many 
organisations that exist.” We are glad to see that the 
principal speaker protested against this churlish reference to 
an organisation which has deserved so well of the local 
Liberal leaders. ‘The best kind of protest, however, would 
be to insure that, for the sake of the cause, Mr. Alves shall 
take a less prominent part in future Liberal meetings in 
Spalding. 

Pi 

An enthuiastic meeting of women was held at Barnsley, 
on the afternoon of Wednesday, February 27th. The object 
of the meeting, in the first place, was to form a committee of 
women workers in aid of the candidature of Lord Compton. 
Its remoter object was to test the degree of interest in 
political matters among the women of Barnsley, with the 
view of forming a permanent Women’s Liberal Association. 


The hall was full to overflowing, the attention to the speakers | 


was of the liveliest kind, and fervent and audible responses 
were ready in an answer to every appeal or recommendation 
from the platform. .Lord Compton gave an address from 
the chair, and Mr. P. J. Power, M.P., made an eloquent 
speech on the Irish question. Miss Macdonell spoke of the 
work which women might do in the coming contest. After 
the public meeting was over, a smaller one was held for dis- 
cussing the business of organisation more fully. A strong 
provisional committee was formed; Miss Wood and Miss 
Pick were appointed hon. secs. pro tem., and the new Barnsley 
W.L.A. may be said to be now fairly launched. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


——__—- --—- — ——.-- —$ os 
—— 


AMBLESIDE. 


At the monthly meeting of the Women’s Liberal Association the 
following resolution was unanimously: “That this meeting 
resses its indignation at the policy pursued by the Government in 
Ireland, especially in the treatment of political prisoners—as in the 
case of William O’Brien, Edward Harrington, James L. Carew, and 


others—which it regards as vindictive and cruel, and altogether 


f a civilised le.” The hon, sec. was directed to for- 
a sp of the above fanlatia to the Lord Mayor of Dublin, 


the editor of the Daily News, and the secretary of the Women’s 


Liberal Federation. . 


CHATHAM. 


An “at home” in connection with the Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion was held on Tuesday, February 26, in the Gladstone Hall. 
Mrs. Sinclair, president, occupied the chair. 


Hon. Mrs. G. Knatchbull-Hugessen 


THE WOMEN’S 


Belsey. | Amore gee present 
i drew Clarke, Alderman Belsey, J.P., Mr. E. R. Couchman 
wes citi, vice-president of the 
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CONISBRO’. 


A correspondent writes: “I have the pleasure to inform yo 

we had a meeting on February 28th to organise a Women’s Liber 
Association at Conisbro’, About twent ee women Came from, 
Doncaster. The mocting was presided over by Mrs. Nettleton, ang 
papers were read by Mrs, Edger and Mrs, Hall, and address, 
delivered by Mrs, Nicholson, Councillor Edger, and others, 1, 
meeting was very interesting. A resolution was passed regrettiy, 
the loss of their late candidate, J. S, Balfour, Esq., now MP. f° 
Burnley, and congratulating him upon his recent successful retyr, 
as the member, as he will support the cause of Home Rule {o; 
Ireland and every other good Liberal measure, 


CROYDON. 


On Friday, February 22nd, a meeting of members and friends o{ 
the association, Central Ward, was held at the Liberal Hall, Par; 
Street, when over 200 sat down to tea. A paper was read by Miss 
Annie Ely, one of the poor-law | rely bor Croydon, on the 
“Work of Women as Guardians of the Poor,” in which she gave a 
most interesting and graphic account of someof the duties, responsi. 
bilities, and experiences of a lady dian. E. W. Grimwade 
Esq,, J.P., gave an able address, which was listened to with great 
attention, and the remainder of the evening was devoted to music 
and readings. A dramatic sketch, by Messrs. F, W. and E. J. Moore 
closed the proceedings. Mrs, Grimwade, president of the Croydon 
Women’s Liberal Association, occupied the chair. 

* 


* 

On Monday, February 25th, Mrs. Arnold Pye Smith entertained 
the members of the East Ward of the Women’s Liberal Association 
at an afternoon “at home.” The hostess, in welcoming her friends 
said that the annual meeting of the association would shortly be held, 
and she hoped those present would do all they could before that 
meeting, as well as afterwards, to get new members. After some 
remarks upon the evidence before the Parnell Commission, Mrs. 
Pye Smith read an extract from the Women’s Gazette on, “ Women as 
Poor Law Guardians,” and pressed for the support of the two present 
members on the Croydon board, Miss Shanks and Miss A. Ely, at 
the forthcoming election. Mrs, Pye Smith also spoke on the subyect, 
“Why are we Liberals ?” and said the Women’s Liberal Associations 
were anxious to instruct their members that they might be able 
intelligently to answer that question and give a reason for the faith 
that was in them. A programme of music and recitations was gone 
through and a pleasant afternoon terminated. 


DARLASTON. 


On Monday evening, Feb. 25th, a meeting in connection with the 
Darlaston branch of the Women’s Liberal Association was held in the 
Darlaston Town Hall, under the presidency of Mr. James Slater, C.C. 
There was also on the platform Mrs. Slater, Mrs, I. Griffiths, Mrs, 
Gorle, Mrs. Tolley, Mrs, Belcher, Mrs, Blackham, Mrs, Johnson, 
Mrs, Richards, Mrs. Sproat, Mrs. E. Ashton, Miss M. Slater, Misses 
Horton, Miss Tolley, and Miss Johnson 

The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, said they might con- 
gratulate themselves upon the position of the ladies’ association at 
Darlaston. Miss Mander was no stranger. (Applause.) They had 
read in the pores of her zeal in the behalf of Liberalism, for the Irish 
people and for the Irish cause, (Cheers.) There was no place where 
that.cause occupied attention where the name of Miss Mander was 
not known. She had pened for the Irish throughout the length and 
breadth of the land; had laboured for them, doing service for which 
every true Liberal was most grateful, For a long time they had 
wished to have her amongst them, and he would at once introduce 
to them a lady who was, and would be, their friend for all time. 
(Applause. ) 

iss Mander, whose manner is easy and graceful, and not 
without winsomeness, addressed the members for more than an hour 
with a freshness and charm most pleasing. In her opening, she in- 
troduced some apt quotations from Sidney Smith, Edmund Burke, 
and George Eliot, as to women's influence and work in home life, 
while she pore with much Fp arg ew power the incidents of 
which she had been a witness, and stirred her audience to pathos and 
indignation by her graphic portraiture and narration of her ex- 
periences in the unhappy sister isle. Miss Mander most favourably 
impressed her audience, who appreciated her bold and uncompromis- 
ing attitude against wrongdoing, which have gained the admiration 
and love of the Irish people, who, with all their faults, possess 10 
a remarkable degree the virtue 7 beg eeaie She finished by pro- 
posing the following resolution: “That this meeting, while deprica- 
ting the severe and uncalled-for application of coercive laws to Ireland, 
is of opinion that it is the duty of Parliament, without further delay, 
to satisfy the lawful aspirations of the Irish people, by granting them 
such a measure of Home Rule as will give them a Parliament for the 
whole of Ireland, subordinate to the Imperial Parliament, and with 
owers to make all laws for the regulation of theirown affairs.” Mrs. 
Tolley seconded the resolution, which, on being put, was carried with 
enthusiasm, and the meeting ended with the usual votes of thanks. 


FULHAM. 


The Liberal ladies of Fulham are just now very active. Last 
Monday week the first drawing-room meetings suggested by Lady 
Dilke was held at Mrs, Mole’s, 24, St. Oswald’s Road, Lady Steven- 
son presiding. The new hall at the Fulham Liberal Club in Britan- 


nia Road, having been secured free, the executive of the Women's 


Liberal Association have decided to hold on the Monday evens 
their first social tea and entertainment. Lady Dilke, the presiden 
of the association, promised to preside, while Mr. James a 
our new county councillor, and Miss Orme, who recently lecture 
for the association at Dawes Road Lecture Hall, will speak. One 
the vice-presidents informs us that the affair is expected to be 
“ big” success, 


i d Mrs, G. W. Pratt (hon. secretary to the Rochester 
ee aie Lamb, Mrs, Coster (hon. secretary), and other 
laties A good programme of singing and music was rendered. 
The following resolution was passed with much applause: “The 
members of the Chatham Women’s Liberal Association hereby 
ex their indignation at the cruel and unjust treatment now being 
inflicted upon Mr. O'Brien, M.P., and other patriotic leaders of the 
Irish nation; and their sorrow and shame that Mr. Balfour should 


* 
make the sufferings of these noble men an occasion of mirth.” The Women’s Liberal Association held their first tea and social 
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ing in the large hall of the Fulham Liberal Club, on Tuesday’ 
$6th | oreer , The hall was prettily decorated with Chinese 
lanterns and fags, kindly lent by Mr. Alexander, of Riverside, Putney. 
Nearly 300 sat down to tea, which was served from six to 
eight o'clock, and was ably presided over by the ward secretaries 
and their assistants. A concert was afterwards given, and there was 
such a crowded attendance that many persons were not able to obtain 
seats, and had to femain standing throughout the evening. Amongst 


those nt were Lady Dilke, president of the association, Miss 
Orme, LL.B., Mr, James Beal, L.C.C., Mr, and Mrs, Cornwall, Mr. 
Barnett, J.P., Mr. and Mrs, W. H. Mole, Mr, and Mrs. Pierce Egan, 
Mr. and Mrs. Morant, Mr. and Mrs. Passer, Mrs. Barter, Mrs. Pete, 


Dr, and Mrs. Butler, &c. Lady Dilke, who received a most enthusiastic 
welcome, was presented with a bouquet by Mrs, W. H. Mole, 
hon, sec. 
Lady Dilke said she wished to speak especially to the ladies, more 
especially to those who had not yet joined them in the work of the 
‘omen’s Liberal Association. They found on all sides a certain 
shyness among women, which she thought was very natural. Some 
felt it was not woman's work, and did not like to put themselves 
forward, If she thought the work of the Women’s Association would 
lead them to act in an unwomanly fashion, she would be the last 
person to open her lips on the subject. She said that they did not 
get upon a platform simply for the purpose of showing off and 
— applause. Their duties at home were two-fold. There were 
their duties as housewives, and these must be scrupulously fulfilled. 
They must bring order and strength into the home, and there ought to 
be companionship between husband and wife. She thought it was a 
bad thing for a man when his wife did not offer him any sympathy 
in higher duties and cares. What they offered them when they asked 
them to join the Women’s Liberal Association was the means of 
interesting themselves in their husband's interests and cares, in so 
far as they concerned his cares and duties as a citizen of this great 
nation, and, secondly, they wished to offer them the means of widening 
and assisting the interests of their poorer neighbours in those great 
questions which concerned them as the le of this realm. She 
wanted them to know what the word Liberal meant, If they were 
going to make a profession of Liberal principles it meant they were to 
cast aside their class prejudices and were to look upon all men and 
women as their brothers and sisters, Mr. James Beal, who was most 
warmly received, proposed the following resolution, “That this 
meeting of the Women’s Liberal Association for Fulham protests 
against the preset coercion of Ireland, especially with regard to the 
treatment of political prisoners in that country.” 
Miss Orme, LL.B., seconded this in one of her telling speeches. 
The concert was most successful, the varied contents of the 
programme being exceedingly well executed. Great interest was 
taken in the whole proceedings, and the Liberal women of Fulham 
have every reason to feel very pleased and hopeful after the great 
success of their first public gathering. 


KETTERING. 
BazAAR AND Fancy Fair, 


As stated in our last issue, a bazaar and fancy fair, in aid of the new 
Liberal Clubhouse in Dalkeith Place, was opened at the Victoria Hall, 
on Thursday of last week. The hall had been most artistically 
decorated, and the stalls arranged in Oriental style, by Messrs, Smith, 
Northampton. The whole of the arrangements were admirably 
carried out. It should be added that the patronesses of the bazaar, 
amongst others, were the Dowager Lady Robinson, Lady Victoria 
Sandhurst, the Hon. Mrs. C. R. Spencer, Mrs. J. T. Brunner, Mrs, 
ei A. Channing, Mrs, J. R. Wilkinson, and Mrs, J. T. Stock- 
urn. 

The opening ceremony was performed by Lady Winifred Robinson, 
of Kingsthorpe, at half-past two, the following ladies and gentlemen 
ropensting her ladyship on the platform: Mr. J. T. Stockburn, J.P. 
(who presided), Mrs, Stockburn, Mrs. John Wallis, Mrs, J. Rennie 
Wilkinson, Mr. W. Meadows, jun., Mr. G. Abbott, and Mr. John 
Newman, 

Mr. Stockburn, who was warmly received, observed that it was 
very unusual for him to appear before an audience of that kind, 
although it was none the less a pleasure for him to see a greater 
number of ladies in attendance, They were probably aware that 
Parliament was to re-assemble that day, and it was therefore im- 

ssible to secure the attendance of their member ; or, in fact, any of 

is family, Mrs, Channing not being in a state of health that would 
allow her to be present, Lady Robinson, who had kindly consented 
to relieve them of a considerable difficulty, was known to a great 
many of them, inasmuch as she had taken up a very important work 
at Kingsthorpe, similar to the object they had in view that day. 

Lady Robinson, who was loudly applauded on rising to declare 
the bazaar open, heartily thanked those present for the kind manner 
in which they had received her, and the committee for inviting her to 
be present that day. A debt of gratitude. was due to all those ladies 
cae g gentlemen who had so indefatigably collected together such a 
numerous assortment of both useful and ornamental articles, and the 
attendance of representatives of so many strange and various nation- 
alities, As stated: by their chairman, had it not been for the opening 
of Parliament on that day they might probably have heard a speech 
from either Mr. Channing or Mr. Spencer. As it was, they would 
hear Mr. Channing on the morrow. She had the pleasure of going 
over their clubhouse, and admiring the rooms which were now ready 
to be placed in the hands of the furnishers, and it was to be hoped 
that iis proceeds of the three days’ sales would allow those workmen 
to do their work in an elaborate manner, Their club was enough to 
excite the envy of a Northamptonian, for in a country town they 
could not boast of such a building, But then it should be remem- 
bered that the needs of Kettering were greater than Northampton 
where they were such splendid orthodox Liberals ; and she ho 
that in Northamptonshire they would be prepared to make a sturdy 
fight when the time came for a dissolution. She did not know the 
rules and regulations of the club, but probably the difficulty would be 
not so much to enlist members as to define the means, if they 
desired to do so, of keeping out those whose sympathies were not 
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with their own. She did not mean Conservatives, who, she believed 
had a similar institution in that town, but what was to become of the 
party whom Mr, John Morley found it im: ble to describe ? Were 
they to be ‘fish out of water” at one club, or “babes in the wood ” 
at the other ? They now heard very little of them in the country; and 
they could afford to make them a og of Sir Henry — That 
rty seemed to be like Tom Noddy in the fairy tale, al ‘head and no 
y, and would ultimately be as extinct as the dodo. Renewed 
cheers.) If there were any who longed to be reconci there 
could not be a better opportunity than the opening of the club to 
hold out to them the right hand of fellowship, and admit the 
wandering lambs, of course on repentance and recantation—(laughter 
and applause)—to the fold, and they might even extend the same 
course to Mr. Chamberlain. (A voice: We don’t want him.) The 
Liberals of Yaair girs J meant to combine with liberty an abundance 
light—and no doubt they would have moral and 
intellectual light as well. They meat to make their Liberalism 
exceeding comfortable, but she not insinuate that the time had 
come when Liberals could rest and be thankful. Rather the reverse, 
for they could find work in all directions, (Cheers.) The education 
uestion pit for pice lca! near ar ie aed housing os 
the working classes was ly pressin plause)—the principle 
of one man one See tioes chiuai_eat a are hor one other 
measures for the welfare and happiness of the people were desirable. 
(Applause.) But there was one burning question which ov wed 
all the others, foremost in the minds of all, and which barred the 
way of many valuable measures—she referred to the Irish question. 
(Loud applause.) She had been told, and she hoped there were 
Conservatives present that day; if so she put it to them, and the 
might express it or not, whether they did not condemn the 
administration of the Coercion Act in Ireland, and whether the 
treatment meted out to the Irish patriots was the best way of treating 
a people who were prone to recognise a kindness and quick to resent 
an injury. England was slow to move, but when they did make a 
start something definite could be relied upon, The case of Father 
McFadden was equally unjust, and she had no doubt they would 
remember Mitchelstown, and what had been going on at Tullamore 
and Gweedore, which was enough to make the blood -boil of all 
English men and women. (Applause.) That was the work of all 
Liberals—in fact, it was the duty nearest them, and she hoped before 
long that affection would exist between the two countries, and that 
the shamrock and rose would be linked together. It was necessary 
they should stick to their work and follow the flag of their old leader, 
who it was to be hoped would live for a thousand years and never 
die. (Applause.) In her concluding remarks, Lady Robinson said 
it was scarcely possible to over-estimate the value of such institutions 
as the one now almost a They formed a centre of organisa- 
tion, being also most useful to the surrounding districts, The 
building had been erected at a very large cost, and although more 
than half had been provided for, she understood there was much yet 
to be done, She trusted that in the three days’ sale there would be 
a gain of that “filthy lucre,” which, however, yielded the sinews of 
war, that would provide a sufficient fund for furnishing the club. 
With best wishes for its success, she had the honour to declare the 
bazaar open. (Loud applause.) On Friday, the 22nd Feb., the 
member for the division, Mr. F. A. Channing, re-opened the bazaar 
in an effective speech. The proceedings were concluded on Monday 
evening, by a soiree dansante, when about 200 persons assembled in 
the large hall, The result of the bazaar was very satisfactory, the 
entire takings being about £530, made upasunder: Thursday £200 
Friday £171, Saturday £141; and Monday's soiree £18, After 
deducting expenses about £400 remained for the purposes uf the club. 


LIVERPOOL. 


The fifth meeting of the Liverpool Women’s Liberal Association 
(Abercromby Division) was held on Tuesday afternoon, at the Youn 
Men’s Temperance Hall, Hardman Street. Mrs. William Crosfiel 
occupied the chair, in the absence of her husband, who was indis- 
posed, and there was a large attendance of ladies, Mrs. Crosfield 
spoke of the enormous importance of the drink question, and said 
that something must be done to solve the problem of how to keep 
the temptations of drink away from the people.—Miss Balgarnie 
gave an address on “Local Option.” She alluded with satisfaction 
to the defeat of the compensation clause of the County Government 
Bill, and said that the conduct of Mr. Ritchie in withdrawing the 
whole licensing section in consequence of that defeat would have 
been Yisscribed, had he been a woman, as feminine spite and pettish- 
ness. Miss Balgarnie concluded by urging ladies to miss no oppor- 
tunity of pushing forward their claims upon members of Parlia- ~ 
ment and in other ways helping the cause. A cordial vote of 
thanks was afterwards passed to the lecturer, on the motion of Miss 
Elmslie, seconded by Mrs. Birch.—The same evening, Miss Balgarnie 
delivered an address at Seaforth, and again at the Hardman Street 
Hall on the following evening. Dr. Wood, Co.C., was in the chair, 
and there was also present Mr. Thomas Hardy, Mrs, H. Spring (both 
of whom are associated with the United Kingdom Alliance), Mr. 
Adam Gibson, Mrs. Noble, Mrs. White, and other temperance 
advocates, One fact mentioned by Miss Balgarnie, as going to con- 
vince her that the conversion of brewing firms into limited liability 
companies was harmful to the temperance cause, was that in one 
list of shareholders alone she found the names of 39 reverend gen- 
tlemen who had invested their savings in a brewery. 


NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD. 
On Friday evening, March rst, in the Northumberland Hall 
Newcastle, Miss Christina Bremner, of Hull, read a paper entitled 
‘‘ A Reasonable Reform: a Plea for Women's Saffrage.” Mr. Aaron 


Watson, editor of the Shields Gazette, presided, introducing the lecturer 
by saying that he was much in favour of the extension of the fr: 

to women, considering the existing law a great injustice to them, 
Miss Bremner’s paper was a bright and sparkling one, showing that. 
some women at least, if not all, would appreciate the pleasure of v 
A great many of the common objections were dealt with, such as the 
ignorance of women politically, the unfitness of many of the women 
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» and that woman would lose all womanliness by voting. 
S pamahe showed some of the things they were capable of doing. 
the paper was read several questions were asked, and were ably 
and convincing! answered by Miss Bremner. The following resolution 
ony then waved by Miss Moffat: “That in the opinion of this meet- 
& Of the Newcastle and Gateshead Women’s Liberal Association, 
the exclusion of women who are householders and ratepayers from 
exercising the Parliamentary franchise is neither consistent nor just, 
and that the time has come for restoring to them that privilege which 
they formerly used to exercise; and that this meeting calls upon 
Liberal members of Parliament to support the Bill of Mr. Wm. 
Woodall, M.P.” Miss Wheeler the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. A vote of thanks was pro by Mrs. 
S Watson to Miss Bremner, who also mentioned the fact that in 
ewcastle we had four thousand and Gateshead eighteen hundred 
women ratepayers un ted in regard to Parliamentary matters, 
_ Telford seconded Lea 7 of escke Miss Poreraner, seitahiy 
ing proposed a thanks to the chairman, which was 

carted by acclamation. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


A meeting of the Nottingham Women’s Liberal Association was 
held on the 28th ult., at the Victoria moo, J Hall, in Heathcote 
Street. The purpose of the gathering was the hearing of an address 
from Mr, J. A. Cooke, on “Social Reforms.” There was a fair 
attendance. Mrs, Henry Ashwell, who presided in the absence of 
Mrs. Cowen, read a letter from Father Stephens, of Falcarragh, 
acknowledging the receipt of {2 1s, the contribution of the 
association towards the relief of the evicted tenants in his district. 
Miss Simpson pro : “That this meeting of the Nottingham 
Women's Liberal Association hereby protests against the indignities 
now being inflicted on the chosen representatives and trusted leaders 
of the Irish ple; and would ially emphasise the cases of 
Father Stephens and Father McFadden, and express its deep 
sympathy with them,”” The speaker said that their hearts were 

eeply stirred and their indignation daily roused by the indignities 
and the barbarities which were being carried on in the sister isle in 
the name of Englishmen. The gentlemen referred to in the resolution, 
together with Mr. O’Brien, were in the hands of a most vindictive 
enemy, who would resort to all kinds of petty meannesses and 
personel indignities, in order to show spite against political opponents, 

he resolution was seconded and carried unanimously. Mr. J. A. 
Cooke said that in introducing his subject under the title of “Social 
Reforms,” they would no doubt think that he had an arduous task 
before him, but he only intended to set before them briefly matters 
which to his mind demanded serious attention. He wished to deal 
with the drink question, and with the condition of prisoners, and 
with the whole system of imprisonment as a punishment. Mr. 
Cooke gave many statistics in support of his contention. In 
conclusion he said that as the tide of time was rolling on incessantly 
they must rouse themselves and attack the evils of the day. They 
must work for the welfare of all their institutions and see that their 
moral character was not washed away. (Applause.) A vote of 
thanks to the lecturer terminated the proceedings, 


PORTSMOUTH. 


The annual meeting of the members of the Portsmouth Women’s 
Liberal Association was held on Wednesday evening, Feb. 27th, at 
the Liberal Club, at the Gladstone Buildings, and there was a very 
crowded attendance on the occasion. Mrs, W. Ward, the secretary, 
read the report from the committee, which stated that the Portsmouth 
‘Women's Liberal Association was formed February 22nd, 1888. 
Thirty-two members were enrolled. During the twelve months these 
were inc: to the number of 375. Seventy-five others have since 
be:n added to commence the second year with, making a total mem- 
bership of 451. If a new committee works with the energy and zeal 
shown by the retiring one, the number on our -ooks will soon be 
doubled. There have been eleven meetings held, at five of which 
papers were read by members of the committee, all on political sub- 
jects, At two others, we had very able addresses by Mrs. Josephine 
Gaiters and Mrs, Bateson, of Cambridge ; each of these were preceded 

by a public tea. Also three “at homes,” where there was good work 
done for the advancement of the association, The whole of these 
meetings were well attended, and appeared to give satisfaction to all 
concerned. One of the efforts to do good was made manifest in the 
formation of a working meeting for making garments for the relief of 
the necessitous, a were collected, and material bought 
and made up by the members, the meetings taking place once a fort- 
night. Parcels of warm and usful clothing have been sent to several 
charitable institutions in the town, including the General Hospital. 

Three large parcels of clothing have been made and collected and sent 

to the poor, pitiable, destitute Irish. Many of these articles have been 

warm cast-off clothes kindly contributed by members and friends. 

The rest were new warm woollen ones. Good and useful help has 

been given by some of the members of the committee in attending as 

deputations at various Liberal meetings, also in assisting at municipal 
and school board elections, and we feel that the hearty thanks of the 
members are due to those hard workers who have been willing to 
brave the sneers of those who say that women talk, but cannot work. 
‘We have to acknowledge the great kindness and consideration which 
has been shown to our association by all Liberals organisations in the 
borough—at the various ward meetings, by the Liberal Federation, 
the Portsmouth Liberal Club, and last, but not least, the Working 
~ Men’s Liberal Union. We owe all these our warmest and best 
thanks. In all our work and action we have never once lost sight of 
the at and important work which that good and noble man, Mr. 

Gladstone, ha; at heart, namely, liberating Ireland, and we hope to go 

on until we see it accomplish The audited balance-sheet showed 

that the income for the year had been £72 6s, 10}d., and there was a 

balance left in hand of £16 148. 5d. Feports were adopted, and 
- Mrs. P. Vanderbyl was. re-elected as president, while as vice- 

Presidents the following were appointed: Mrs. W. E. Gladstone, 

and Mesdames J. Baker, J. Pares, T. A. Bramsdon, G. S.. Lancaster, 


MS 


THE WOMEN'S GAZETTE. 


March 9, 1889, 


D. West, W. Casher, T. Good, and C, Easthope. Mrs, Good 
also unanimously re-elected to the post of treasurer, and Mrs, Wana 
to that of secretary. 

A ballot which was taken for the committee of the associa 
rounleed Ls the election on Mesdames Baskett, Booker, By. 

, Drew, Haines, Harris, Ingham, Kingswell 

Knight, McFarlane, Pulling, Bicton Bo raion 
White, and Way, and Misses Casher, 


tion, 
erley, 
, Kil 
ogers, Vi 

, M. Casher, Ellison, and Wary 


SIDCOT. 


A large and enthusiastic meeting was held at Sidcot to protest 
against the cruelty now practised on political prisonersin Ireland. 
Mr. Grant, of the Inner Temple, gave a telling address, illustrated by 
photog hs thrown on a large screen by the lime-light. His ain 
was faithfully to represent as well as describe the condition of Ireland, 
The most sceptical must have felt that photographs cannot exaggerate 
hence their great value, Views of Dublin, Queenstown, Limerick, 
the Giant's Causeway, Lakes of Killarney, and other places of 
interest rapidl before us, The gas was turned up, and Mr 
Grant gave a brief sketch of Irish history, Mr. Clark gave a stirring 
solo, the audience joining in the chorus— 

“ Let English, and Irish, and Welshman, and Scot, 
Unite in the bold refrain— 
Hurrah for Liberty! We'll be led to victory 
By our Grand Old Leader again! ” 


The gas was again lowered, and the most telling part of the address 
was commenced, A picture of Grattan’s Parliament suggested that 
the management of their own affairs by the Irish people will not be 
the startling change that some imagine; the so-called Union is not 
on old, The past and pr. sent were strikingly connected by a 

utiful portrait of Mr. Gladstone standing before a painting of 
O’Connell with Mrs, Gladstone seated near. The lecturer was 
obliged to pause while cheers were renewed again and again. The 
hour was late, but attention was closely held to the end, and as the 
last song was sung, the chorus was several times repeated — 


“ Give three ringing cheers for Gladstone, 
Grand old chieftain of our band ! 
May he live to see the day 
When the clouds shall pass away 
And the light of freedom shine o’er Erin’s land.” 


SOUTHPORT. 


The ordinary monthly meeting of the Southport Division Women's 
Liberal Association was held in the Temperance Hall, London Street, 
on Monday evening. Mrs. G. C. Chamberlain presided, and there 
was a large attendance of members. 


THE MONTHLY REPORT, 


Miss Ryley, the hon. secretary, read her monthly report, which 
alluded to the work they were doing in collecting signatures for the 
National Protest. It also stated that the Federation propose to hold 
a large meeting in London, on March 11th, and will be very glad to 
see any delegates whom we may send from this association. The 
report continued: ‘“ We have also sent a small contribution from the 
funds of the association towards the necessary expenses. A similar 
sum has likewise been sent in response to an appeal from the society 
for the return of women as county councillors, which, as you know, 
has been the means of sending three ladies to the London County 
Council, and which is now compelled to go to still further expense in 
defending the seat won by Lady Sandhurst, and challenged by Mr. 
Beresford Hope. As far as our own local affairs are conceined, we 
must not forget that we are many of us personally engaged in aii 
effort to return women as poor-law guardians, and that we hope all 
the members of our association will do what they can to promote the 
return of one or other of the five candidates who are now in the field. 
In conclusion, Miss Ryley read some verses relating to Mrs. Eva 
McLaren, from one to whom she had previously ministered ; also 
letters from Miss Cobden and Lady Sandhurst, thanking the associa- 
tion for the resolution passed at the last meeting congratulating them 
upon their election to the London County Council. 

THE UNREPRESENTED CONSTITUENCIES AND RECENT LEGISLATION 
IN IRELAND. ; 

Mrs. Teschemacher (poor-law guardian candidate for Scaris- 
brick Ward) moved the dollowing resolution :—“ That this meeting 
deplores the fact that a large number of Irish constituencies are un- 
represented in Parliament owing to their members being imprisoned 
under the Coercion Act, and indignantly repudiates the statement in 
the Queen’s Speech that recent legislation in Ireland has been 
attended with salutary results.” (Applause.) She said: We women 
can do no more than protest, but when we have the franchise we 
shall be able to make our opinion felt in a more practical way. 
(Applause.) It is mean to take advantage of the law to silence 
Eolitical opponents, wicked to punish constituents along with their 
representatives, and vindictive to set the law in motion so long ao 
the alleged offence was committed. It looks as though Mr. Bal see 
was afraid to meet Mr. O’Brien again on the floor of the House v 
Commons, and, as if the Government used a bad law to gag ati 
dable opponents. (Renewed applause.) The resolution was seconde 
and carried unanimously. 

“THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN EUROPE.” 


. hon. secretary of the Darwen Liberal League, 
after jae mrp fe the seoatad upon essing so Sedo Se 
secretary as Miss Ryley, read a comprehensive and well-written p pe 
upon “ The Position of ‘omen in Europe.” : ae 

Miss F. Pfla rman lady resident in the town, !o : 
with an net yee Be Eyanngecmen To both of these Paps. 
we hope to refer on another occasion. Votes of thanks 10 : 2 
Shorrock and Miss Pflaum, for their papers, and to Mrs, Chamberia 
for. presiding, concluded the proceedings. 
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SOUTH KENSINGTON. 


Wednesday, February 27, by invitation of the Women's Liberal 
Seecutita foo South Meoseeggion, there was a large assemblage in 
the Town Hall to advocate the cause of temperance. Nothwith- 
standing bitter winter weather, the large hall was packed in every 

art with an eager and sympathetic audience. The chair was taken 
= the veteran temperance worker, Mr. ii H. Raper, and on the plat- 
form were Sir Wilfrid Lawson, Bart., .P., Mr. John Wilson, the 
recently-elected M.P. for Govan, and Mrs. Wilson, r. R.A, Allison, 
M.P Captain Wiggins. F.R.G.S., whose name is well-known in con- 
etic lorations in Siberia, Mrs. Ormiston Chant, Mrs. 
Reid, hon. sec., Mrs, Morgan, Mrs. Baird-Smith, Miss Core, Mr. 
and Miss Melladew, Mr. and Mrs. Green Mrs, Sickert, Miss 
Hardcastle, Mr. Nieass, Mr. J. Ockenden, &c. Letters of apology 
were received from the Rev. Carey Walters, the Rev. H. S. Oriel, and 
others. 

The Chairman expressed the pleasure it gave him to see the 
Ladies’ Association taking a lively interest in a question so deeply 
touching the welfare of the society, and arranging such a magnificent 
meeting as that. After briefly alluding to the ers who would 
address them, the Chairman called upon Mr. Allison, M.P., to move 
the first resolution, as follows: “That this meeting recognises the 
vast amount of pauperism and crime directly or indirectly caused by 
the sale of intoxicating drink, and calls upon the Government to 
a measure that will enable the le, by their direct vote, to protect 
their district from the injurious influence of the liquor traffic.” 

a said, in these oye it was not necessary to occupy 

roving the first part of the resolution, because the direful 

effect of intoxicating drink was a truism accepted by everyone, and 
made by every statesman the basis of some amme of temperance 
reform. The case could not be better stated than by Lord Randolph 
Churchill, who declared that half the crime, and two-thirds of the 
verty, disease, vice, and agg which disgrace English civilisation 


are directly caused by drin : 

Mr. W MP. on rising to second the resolution, was loudly 
cheered. After alluding to some of the evil effects of drink. he said 
that in Scotland they had a law of prohibition for one day in seven, 
and after 35 years’ experience of it, there was not in Scotland a public 
man who dare to-day lift his voice in favour of doing away with the 
Forbes Mackensic Act. Two years ago, also, an Act was passed giving 
to towns of under 50,000 the privilege, if they chose to exercise it, of 
closing the publichouses at ten instead of eleven at night, and where- 
ever that had been taken advantage of the people were quite 
enamoured of it, the benefit of the community had been so marked. 
In proof of this he quoted a letter from the Chief Constable of Lan- 
arkshire, stating that there had been a marked decrease of serious 
crimes, and also of drunkenness, and said that surely, if the curtail- 
ing of drinking hours by one had proved so great a benefit, it was a 
very strong pa for further prohibition. Three-fourths of the Scotch 
members of Parliament were committed to the Local Option Pro- 
hibition Bill of Mr, Maclagan, which would be carried if they were 
not out-voted by English members. There was also a strong desire 
on the part of the Scotch people for power to veto any licences the 
local authorities might think fit to grant, and in Glasgow a plebescite 
was taken, with the result that there was an enormous majority in 
favour jof this principle; and when once this was made law, the 
Scotch people would soon redeem their character of being one of the 
most drunken nations on the earth. Upon the question of compensa- 
tion, he said that the drink traffic was not a legitimate trade. It was no 
doubt legal, to the extent of the end of a man’s licence, and that was 
the end of the year—(loud applause)—and there was no just claim 
for compensation by those who fattened upon the fruits of the 
industry of the working map. When the public-houses were closed, 
and not till then, would this nation be what it ought to be, a God- 
fearing, prosperous, and happy nation. ees 

Sir Wilfrid Lawson, who was the next speaker, was received 
with prolonged cheering. Afteralluding to the victory of Mr, Wilson, 
in the election contest at Govan, Sir Wilfrid said that just at the 
same time he (Sir Wilfrid) was beaten at a County Council election 
in Cumberland by a local brewer, In the course of an able and 
characteristic speech, the Hon. Baronet said: The Duke of Albany, 
in the last speech he ever made, said that the only terrible enemy 
England had to fear was drink. Another good Liberal, Sir George 
Trevelyan, in speaking many years ago about a local veto, said : 
“I speak to you as one who is a Radical from the core outwards, and 
I all you there is nothing which your rulers are prepared to give 
which is of one-tenth the importance of this measure,” Well, concluded 
Sir Wilfrid, if you believe that, I ask you to show you are in earnest 
in the matter by your political career, and if you do that, your rulers 
will before long be absolutely compelled to grant you this just and 
righteous reform. (Long-continued applause.) : 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously with loud applause. 

Mrs. Ormiston- t, in a brief and stirring address, moved the 
second resolution as follows: “That this meeting would strongly 
urge the licensing authorities to use their powers more stringently 
than heretofore for the suppression of all unnecessary public-houses,” 
This was seconded by Captain Wiggins, who mentioned that he had 
penetrated into regions where man never went before, and accom- 
plished a sleigh journey of over 4,000 miles, with perfect health, which 
he attributed to the fact that he used noalcoholic drink whatever. A 
son of Sir Robert Morier also accompanied him, landed in the wilds 
of Siberia, and journed thence over the Ural Mountains home with 
no stimulant whatever. 

The second resolution was carried, and the usual votes of thanks 
concluded this remarkable meeting. 


SPALDING DIVISION. 

On Friday afternoon, March rst, the members of the Spalding 
Division Women’s Liberal Association held their first annual meeting 
in the Reading Room of the Liberal Club, there being present Mrs, 
Farrow (in the chair), Mrs, W. Stubbs, Miss Pickworth, Mrs, 
Hockney, Miss. Tilson, Mrs. J. Donington, Mrs. Squire, Mrs. J, 
Cooke (Boston), Mrs, Bates, Miss Winfrey (Long Sutton), Mrs. Green 
(Spalding), Mrs. Morrison (Spalding), Mrs. Meadows (Holbeach), and 


nection with ex 


Mr. 
time in 
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After Mrs. Farrow had made some 


ings, it 

the division of a most sucessful character, resulting in a large 

increase of membership, and through the efforts of the association, a 

Boston Women’s Liberal Association has also been inaugurated in 

that borough, with Mrs, W. J. Ingram as president. The balance 
association showed 


sheet of the that the receipts during the year had 
been £66 4s, and the diture £60 4s. &4., leaving a balance in 
the treasurer's hands of £5 19s. 44. This was considered eminently 
satisfactory, t and balance 


Mrs. ly Sandhurst, Mrs. Halley Stewart, and Mrs, 
Theodore oi The election of officers then took for the ensu- 
ing year. rs. Halley Stewart was re-elect t amidst 
cheers; Mrs. J. Farrow, president of committee; Mrs. Wm. Stubbs, 
treasurer ; and Miss Pickworth, ey secretary. The followin 

committee was also appointed: Mrs, Brittain (Gosberton Bank), 
Mrs. Barrell (Spalding), Mrs. Brown (Whaplode), Mrs, J. Cooke 
(Boston), Mrs. R. ie 3 (Sutton St. James), Mrs. J. 

(Spalding), Mrs. W. Farrow (Whaplode Drove ‘awn 


Mrs. 
(Holbeach), Mrs, Green (Spalding), Mrs. Hockney (Spalding, Miss 
Howlett (Sutton Bridge), Mrs. ietreys (Dawsmere), Mrs. ‘Pawan 
(Pinchbeck West), Mrs, J-yon (Sutton Bridge), Mrs. H. Musk (Sutton 
St. James), Mrs Meadows (Holbeach), Mrs, Squier (Spalding), Mrs. 
Scuffham (Gedney Drove End), Miss Tilson (Long Sutton), and Mrs. 
P. White ( jutton.) 

In the evening, one of the t, and most enthusiastic of the 
many Liberal meetings held in Spalding took in the Corn 
Exchange. It was the joint anniversary of the Spalding Liberal Club 
and the Spalding Division Women’s Liberal Association, and the 
combination of these two associations in a joint anniversary was 
thoroughly justified by the way in which both bodies worked 

ether to make the affair a success. At 5 p.m. and 6, a public 
knife-and-fork tea was provided, to which nearly 600 persons sat’ 
down, The tables were prettily decorated with flowers, and the 
“ good things” provided were on the most bounteous scale, At eight” 
p.m. the public meeting commenced, but long before that time the 
Corn Exchange was well filled, During the assembling of the com- 

any the choir, under the leadership of Mr, G. Hopper, sang “The 
iberal March,” and “A Song for the Liberal Army.” Mr, A. Alves, 
president of the Liberal Club, occupied the chair, and he was sup- 
ported on the platform by Mrs. Alice Schatcherd, of Leeds, Mrs. 
Alves, Alderman Barrell and Mrs. Barrell, Alderman Bedford and 
Mrs. Bedford (Boston), Alderman Lee, Alderman Winfrey. After the 


chairman’s opening remarks, Mr. Winfrey read the following letter 
from Mrs. Gladstone i— - . 


«4, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., Feb, 27th, 1889. 

“ Dear Miss Pickworth,—I hear from Mrs. Fry of the great efforts 
you have been making, and that there is much more interest in 
politics in the Spalding division. Yours is indeed a movement which 
ought to go to every heart and plead for exertion and more than 
usual eflort, I rejoice to know that your association has joined with 
the Spalding Liberal Club to hold a meeting, and with my whole 
heart do I wish success to it, as your brave efforts deserve. would 
remind my friends that this meeting comes at a most serious and 
interesting moment, for surely our beloved country loves fair play, 
and must be waking up to the misery and injustice caused, alas ! by 
the Government. You and your meeting will rejoice to hear that my 
husband has returned in full vigour and health—(loud cheers)—and 
just as he is most wanted. I have the greatest pleasure in writing 
taese few lines, which I trust may cheer you and your friends at the 
meeting.—Yours truly, 

“ CATHERINE GLADSTONE.” 

Also a er letter from} Mr. Halley Stewart, M.P., which was 
loudly applauded. 

Mrs, Alice Scatcherd, who was received with loud applause, ex- 
pressed her pleesure at having the honour of being invited to address 
a constituency which had performed such brilliant and democratic 
service as Spalding had done at a time when the country needed such 
services, They had worked splendidly, and she would never forget 
the excitement in her own district when the news came not only that 
they had worked well, but that they had worked successfully. 

Mrs, Scatcherd proceeded to deliver an eloquent and instructive 
address on the present condition of Ireland, and ended by an appeal 
to women to widen their sphere of work and interest, Alderman 
Bedford, Alderman Wherry, and others, also addressed the meeting. 
A special feature in the proceedings was the singing, by an efficient 
choir, with Mrs. Barrell as soloist, of ‘‘ The Wearing of | the Green,” 
“ The Grand Old Man,” &c, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 
SPEECHES BY Mrs. O. CHANT AND MR. P. J. Power, M.P. 


The annual meeting of the Wolverhampton Women’s 
Central Liberal Association was held in the Agricultural 
Hall, on Tuesday evening, roth February. It was preceded 
by a tea, which was attended by close upon a thousand 
ladies. The gathering was a highly successful one, the pro- 
ceedings being thoroughly enjoyable. There was a large 
attendance at the meeting, which was presided over by 
Councillor G. R. Thorne. Amongst those present were the 
Revs. C. A. Berry, J. J. Darmody, T. M. Prentice, D. 
Prosser, Mrs. Ormiston Chant, Mrs. H. H. and Miss Fowler, 
Miss Mander, Mrs. and the Misses. Major, Mrs. C. A. Berry, &c, 

The Chairman. in his opening remarks, = he thought they 
might congratulate the association on this magnificent gathering. . If». 
they could only carry on their mission of sympathy with Ireland. 
they would create a union of hearts which would for ever bind the: 
two countries together. (Cheers.) 7 
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Miss address the speaker incidentally mentioned that at Southport the 


Mander, who was loudly cheered on rising, said she had a 
resolution to move in the name of the Wolverhamption Women’s 

Liberal Association, because they wished to have their share in doing 

good and in resisting evil. (Hear, hear.) Her words should be few 

and moderate, though she confessed that her blood boiled with indig- 
nation and scorn when she thought of what was being done in their 

Dame, and in the name of Britons, who sang that they never, never 

would be slaves. (Hear, hear.) The resolution was as follows: 

“ That the Women’s Central Liberal Association of Wolverhampton, 

in meeting assembled, desire to ex their abhorrence of the 

unconstitutional treatment of Mr, William O’Brien, M.P., and other 
political pri in Ireland, and condemns in strongest terms the 
entire coercionist policy of the present Government, calling upon the 

Government to give the people an early opportunity of expressing 

their ion in the cause of liberty and justice to Ireland.” Pro- 
ceeding, Miss Mander contended that ministers had carried the 
coercion Jaw by the closure in the teeth of 86 Irish members of 
Parliament and the whole Liberal party following Mr. Gladstone 
although they gave no evidence that crime in Ireland had increase: 
since the election, when they protested against coercion. By this 
Crimes Act new offences had been created, trial by jury had been 
suspended, 24 members of Parliament had been or were about to be 
imprisoned, one had died, another strong man had been “ Mande- 
villed,” and riests, mayors, merchants, and others, numbering about 
4,000 in all, fad been prosecuted under the Act. Peaceable citizens 
had been shot down by the agents of the Government, and the 
murderers had been allowed to go unpunished. Was the union to 
be made the more lasting by all this irritation and senseless brutality? 
(‘“No!") The policy of Mr, Balfour was a policy of injustice and 
oppression, and the wonder was that the people of Ireland were not 

ven to rebellion, as in 1798. (Hear, hear.) Speaking for the 
association, she said they believed that Mr, Gladstone's great policy 
of reconcilation would obliterate for ever the stain on the name of 
England, and would inaugurate for Ireland and Great Britain a reign 
of liberty, unity, and mutual love. (Cheers.) 

Mra. Argyle seconded the resolution, and strongly condemned 
the action of the present Government. She urged the women of 
Wolverhampton not to forget the traditions of the past, and the 
struggles of half a century ago, that were made here in the cause of 
liberty and justice. (Hear, hear.) 

O. Chant, on rising to support the resolution, met with a 
very enthusiastic reception. She said at the outset that it did one’s 
heart good to look upon such a meeting as this, for, putting Balfour 
and a mistaken Government on one side, it was grand to see men 
and women come forward and say that they believed not in govern- 
ment by force and cruelty, but in government by appeals to the 
highest feelings of humanity. (Hear, hear.) She thought that if 
they could make their appeal to the absolute individual men and 
women who made up the masses of the British nation there would be 
one voice, and that voice would be home rule for themselves —(cheers) 
—and, therefore, home rule for the rest of the world. (Renewed 
cheers.) What they felt was right for them in England was what 
they wished to secure for the people of Ireland. (Hear, hear.) She 
wanted the Christianity of Wolverhampton to rise up against the 
present treatment of Ireland. As to the accusations of encouraging 
crime made against the Parnellite party, she asked whether any in 
that audience would connect Lord Salisbury with the Whitechapel 
murders? It was a parallel imbecility to lay the crimes of such 
ruffians as gathered round every national movement upon those who 
were most opposed to them. (Cheers.) In conclusion, she said that 
the growth of a nation must be from within, and not from without. 
They should take the one mighty principle that concession, instead of 
coercion, was required. (Loud cheers.) ; 

Mr. P. J. Power, M.P., also supported the resolution. It seemed 
to him that it was essentially the duty of the English people to raise 
their voices in protest against what was being done in Ireland in their 
name, and it was the duty of the Irish people—and they were doing 
it—to stand up against the observances of the Coercion Act, They 
would bear in mind that his friend Mr. O’Brien—(cheers)— did not 
merely claim for himself any exemption from the prison rules. 
Every privilege or every right that he claimed for himself he claimed 
for the poorest peasant from Connemara who was imprisoned under 
the Act. (Hear, hear.) If he were an ordinary prisoner in this 
country he would receive better treatment than he was now ype 
Mr. Power then dealt at length with the present condition of Irelan 
his speech being received with great enthusiasm. 

The Revs. J. J. Darmody and ©. A. Berry also spoke, and votes 
of thanks to the chairman and speakers brought a most successful 
demonstration to a close, 


YORK. 


Under the auspices of the York Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion, Miss Florence Balgarnie delivered an address on 
Tuesday, the rgth Feb., in the Merchants’ Hall, Fossgate. 
There was a large attendance. Mrs. J. Edmund Clark 
presided, and there were present with her on the platform, 
besides Miss Balgarnie, Mrs. Edward Smithson (hon. secre- 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Richardson, Mrs. E. T. Wilkin- 
son, Miss Wilkinson. 

Miss Wilkinson intimated that several members of the Women’s 
Liberal Association were desirous of forming a sewing meeting for 
the benefit of the Irish poor, and the ward secretaries would be glad 
to take the names of any who pent wish to join it. 

Mrs. Clark observed that when women took up a subject the 
liked to be practical. A sewing meeting of the kind mentioned by 
Miss Wilkinson had been formed in Croydon, and papers on political 
subjects were read to the ladies while they sewed, so that a double 
aiveatage was secured, They ought to congratulate themselves on 
the visit of Miss Balgarnie to speak to them on the claim of women 


ote. 
“eo Pee who said the subject on which she had to address 


Miss ; : 
had long under consideration. No one could be more 
feat of it an she-but ey would have to goon till they reached the 


consummation, In the course of her most able and interesting 


lord of the manor was a lady,-but of course, under the present system, 
she had not got a vote. A ruling councillor of the Primrose League, 
whom she invited to a meeting, replied that she would have nothing 
to do with her--that it was all a dodge—that they were only using 
the Tories as cat's paws to take the Kadical chestnuts out of the fire, 
and that she had never voted herself except for a school board, and 
then only because she thought the Church in danger. (Laughter.) 
Alderman Empson moved a vote of thanks to Miss Balgarnie, 
and “that in the opinion of this meeting the Parliamentary franchise 
should be exten to women on the same condition as it has been 
granted to men, and that a petition to this effect be signed by the 
chairwoman on behalf of the meeting and sent to Mr. A. E. Pease, 


M.P., for tation in the House of Commons.” 
Oounelilor Seller seconded, and 


or 
Mr. Johnson su peessercg is remarks on the resolution 
by an expression of his gratitude to the ladies who had helped him 
and his colleagues in the late school board election. 

The resolution was heartily carried, and a vote of thanks was sub- 
sequently given, on the motion of Mr. H. Richardson, to Mrs. 
Clark for presiding. 


Forthcoming Meetings of Women’s Liberal Associations 
Mar. 8 Glasgow. The Countess of Aberdeen at the Christian 
Institute, fos Bothwell Street. 

» 9. Edinburgh. The Countess of Aberdeen, 

3» 11. Women’s Liberal Federation Protest Meeting. Prince's 
Hall. 8-30. 

» 12, Darlington. Annual Meeting. 

» 12.8 p.m., Hampstead Vestry Hall. Miss Orme, “ Recent 
Visit to Ireland.” (Meeting arranged by H.R. Union 
ladies’ committee). 

» 12, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lecture by Dr. Kate Mitchell, sub. 
ject, ““ Why should women assist the temperance cause ?” 

» 12, Heathtown, Miss Mander. 

» 14. 3p.m., Croydon (East Ward), Drawing Room Meetiv: 
Mrs, Fagg’s. Mr. T. W. Dobson on “ Free Trade versus 
Protection.” 

» 18 Birmingham. Miss Mander. 

» 19. Nottingham, Castle Ward. Methodist Free Church School- 
room, Lenton Boulevard. Soirée. Mrs. J. B, Slack. 

» 19. Kensington Town Hall, “Women as Citizens.” Speakers, 
Lady Sandhurst, Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc., Miss Balgarine, 
Mr. W. Woodall, M.P., and Mr. Charles McLaren. 

» 25. Liverpool. Mrs, Bateson. 


Owing to the pressure upon our space, several reports of 
meetings, &c., fh unavoidably held over. c 


THE LADIES’ DIRECTORY. 


“ Montserrat" Lime-Fruit Juice Preparations.— Although 
the juice gf limes has for centuries been recognised as of inestimable 
value in the treatment of manifold ailments, and more particularly 
for the prevention of affections of the skin, no systematic effort was 
made until recent years to cultivate the fruit on a commercial scale, 
until the Messrs. Sturge, of Birmingham, in 1868, selected the lovely 
little island of Montserrat, in the Antilles, as peculiarly well suited 
for extensive plantation operations. Up to that time the lime-juice 
imported into this country was collected under conditions which 
would make anyone shudder to even think of in connection with the 
delightfully eshing beverage which has now become so justly 
povelar. Formerly, the negro extracted the juice of the fallen wild 

ruit and adulterated it with salt water from the sea hard by, for 
which he used to get a few poor pence per gallon from the merchant 
in the neighbouring town. Contrast that picture with the scene to 
be observed at the Montserrat groves of carefully-cultered trees, 
the fruit gathered therefrom only when at is best—neither green nor 
over-ripe, fresh, and full of exquisite bouquet, from which only two- 
thirds of prime juice is extracted to insure its superior quality. 


’ Then, again, this is not permitted to putrefy, as of yore, but is 


immediately racked, and thereby excluded effectually from con- 
taminating atmospheric germs. Within twelve months only, 180,000 
gallons of this pure juice of selected fully ripe fruit reaches Liverpool, 
there to be manufactured, by the sole consignees of the Montserrat 
Company, into a variety of choice a arations, From this some 
idea may be gleaned of the boon which has indisputably been con- 
ferred upon the public by Messrs. Evans, Sens, and Co. Every 
housekeeper should remember to learn something definite concerning 
our daily food supplies ; and, from the fact that lime-juice promises 
to become the most popular beverage for both summer and winter 
use, it is important to know that Montserrat is the only reliable source 
of supply, of the pure Tel cept article, for the English market 
of the present day. All other so-called lime-juices are either derived 
from Algerian and other lemons, or are concoctions of the kind 
already alluded to. The peculiar fragrance and decidedly pleasant 
taste of the lime, added to its potency in dispelling disease from the 
blood, rendering the skin smooth, and the complexion clear, ought to 
make it a favourite specific -with those ladies who adequately value 
the personal beauty which is the expression of sound health. What 
we desire to partcularly emphasise at this time of the year, however, is, 
that lime-juice is quite as useful, if not more so, in its action as an anti- 
scorbutic, during cold, as it is 2 each during hot weather. At 
this trying season, when coughs and colds abound, nothing can be 
more soothing to the irritated throat than the delectable Montserrat 
jujubes and acid tablets, At the table, moreover, a very superior, 
gently stimulating relish has been provided by Messrs. Evans, Sons, 
and Co,, and pronounced by bon vivants to be as appetising as it 15 
wholesome. The citric flavour is unquestionably an agreeable substi- 
tute for the acetic acid universally employed in other sauces, Then 
there are the cordials. Who would be without these cordials in 
the winter? One can improvise a score of delightful non-intoxicating 
drinks from them, by the simple addition of hot or cold water. We 
shall have occasion to comment upon “ Montserrat”? lime-juice as 
the most popular, wholesome, and refreshing of summer beverages, 
later on, A will then explain exactly how it should be used to the 
best advantage by means of a few formulz. 
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“THe SANITARY sizes STORES 


For TOILET ROSE: icita ree | 98, High Holborn, London, W.C. 


JAS. WOOLLEY, sos, & & CO. Stanutacturing Beautiful, Durable, Economical, beyond compare. 


IRISH LINEN COLLARS. 


Gents’ Fourfold all pure Linen Col 
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each. Pure Irish Linen Goods = Mee » 8, 56, 6 
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Real Irish Linen St Sheeting, fully breached, « , att Lt 1/1 


Towela, 4/6 per dozen, 
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CLARNICO 


Pint, 
Lhe Quart TABLE | *Packotn. 


‘Clarke, Nickolls & Coombs, Litd., 


mchanD S CURE ror DEAFNESS, 


rE ez 
Safe and Harmless. Has Cured Hundreds. ‘ 
Pad I CAN HEAR THE BIRDS SING.” "Acts Wee's Comm, THORNTON LOTION. 
nity Yo = Care for Deatney” hasbeen worth a wrreraen to COUGHS, BRONCHITIS, ASTHMA, GONSUYPTION. A-quick, safe, and sure cure for 
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1 Dionne etnmanerae ee ecuaso, Marlborough, Sone, erage onhing > WT have had 24 od bet suffering RINGWORM, BALO PATOHES, 89, 
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ANY CHEMIST CAN Peicnid ech Am ite pea much relief.—A. “Our warmest thanks fe for its magic-like From AP. SLES 
effect. driving coh a five-years’ cough.” —A. By 
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The Wadies’ Directory, and Guide to Phopping. 


WHAT TO BUY AND WHERE TO GET IT. 


E® NOTICE TO INTENDING IMITATORS.—THIS TITLE 1S COPYRIGHT. “ea 


ex HOUSEKEEPER. | *” HOUSEKEEPER. Ee HOUSEKEEPER. 


BRANSON'S correE,|. [DOMESTIC 


KE For all Kitchen and Domestic CHOLLET’S 
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7 is is yo = okt ~— tried, and we F lemalryaapeelrs ene cop Bec J v LI E iN i E, 
ne 9 
nae se consmaniy imomenen*'Dn. Nonuax Kenn, | (1 | Write for lists, free. Mincers, VECETABLES AND HERBS FOR SOUPS, &c 
omni tim iaitanstaemse| & | Kove Comen actly eitare wo” TROUBLE 
old by all Italian Warchousemen and leading Grocers, 
SOLD BY ALL GROCERS, & WHOLESALE Q SUPPLY Satipal Tenn: raked BEWARE = SPURIOUS 
chee & BLACKWELL. < eed eae ES All — —————— 
saan aaiae Ee Labour-saving appliances. Lists 2 
URSIRY AND, TOULST RBQUIETE es free. Packing free. TOO STOU fh 


y to Mn. Couzzrr for a copy of his new 
er ee 
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BIRKBECK BANK 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 


THREE per Lage INTEREST allowed on DE- 
Boer reparabie on demand. 
WO per CENT. mn CURRENT ACCOUNTS, cal- 
culated on on the minimum monthly balances, when not drawn 
low $r00. 
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FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 


The Birkbeck Building Society’s Annual Receipts 
exceed Five Millions. 


How. TO PURCHASE A HOUSE FOR 
TWO GUINEAS PER MONTH A PLOT 
OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS BER F MONTH, 
with immediate possession. Apply at th the Office of the 
Birxsack Freeno.p Lanp Society. 
The BIRK KBECK ” ALMANACK contains full particu- 
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FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 
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“WRISH DAMASK TABLE CLOTHS, 


LABOUR-SAVING. —ttven | in a ler weather, one 
watering will suffice for a a fortnight. 
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ADVANTAGES. 


G. R. HUTTON & Co., LARNE, 
BELFAST. 


conservatory. The 
—— for raining in oil colours by amateur artists. 
Sample sent on receipt of Postal Order for 38/6, 
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Trade. Mark. 


THE VARNISHED BOARD. 
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at the HEALTHERIES, South Kensington, London, 1884 


See article and Illustrations the “Queen,” Nov. 17th, 1888, also the “Queen” (June 16th 
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HIGHEST AWARD, 


The “ 


obtained of nearly all the Leading Bootmakers in the 


Rootland. They are now Widely Known 


-* Specialities may be 


Principal Towns of England and 
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and Appreciated for their Oomfort, Elegance, an 
use of theBest Material and. Workmanship. 
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